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Preface 


In the modem world where the ancient rules and customs are 
being subjected to ruthless scientific criticism and scrutiny, the 
Vedic concepts as a whole have withstood the test of time, 
emphasising their eternal application. Vedic astrology is a 
necessary constituent of that eternal Vedic culture. The highly 
scientific and authentic principles of Vedic astrology are thus 
finding increasing favour with the modern intellectual endowed 
with an unbiased scientific temper. 

Astrological analysis is like medical diagnosis. The dicta 
mentioned in the classical astrological texts only provide 
guidance to the reader. Each dictum, however, is subject to 
numerous modifications. Each horoscope thus is like a medical 
patient: unique in many ways, still falling wdthin the broad 
prescribed norms. Even as clinical diagnosis has to go through 
the stages of a differential diagnosis, a provisional diagnosis 
and, eventually, a final diagnosis, the astrological diagnosis too 
needs a similar methodological approach. 

To give an example, a pain in the right upper quadrant of 
abdomen can have several meanings to a physician. Such a pain 
may have its origin in liver, gall bladder, bile duct, stomach, 
pancreas, appendix, colon, kidney, heart or the lungs. The 
physician has to resort to the help of several investigations, 
biochemical, radiological and others, to make an exact diagnosis 
out of a host of possible situations. The astrologer has a similar, 
nay more difficult, task at hand. For him also, the fifth house 
of the horoscope may, for example, mean mental faculties, 
thinking, heart, stomach and duodenum, liver, gall bladder, 
spleen, problems of conception, disease of children, delay or 
denial of progeny, and the like. Segregation of one from the 
other needs all the astrological skills at one’s disposal. The 
problem is all the more difficult to solve as the astrological 
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methods have not been standardised and there is so little 
sharing of knowledge amongst astrologers. The numerous 
astrological methods handed down to us by the Vedic seers need 
to be tested and modified to suit our present day needs. 

The present work concerns itself with the varied applications 
of a selection of astrological principles to horoscopic charts of 
known patients. It is fascinating to see how the simple 
astrological principles, which are so often accepted or rejected 
at their face value, in fact present so many varied hues and 
shades as the planetary configurations vary. 

The 'Subtleties ofMedical Astrology deals with such important 
subjects as the role of retrograde planets, malefic conjunctions, 
the part played by the Trik houses and their lords in-health and 
disease, the twenty-second Drekkana, the sixty-fourth Navamsha, 
and the application of a lesser known area called the Mrityu 
Bhaga. Each principle mentioned in the text has been 
illustrated with appropriate examples. Extensive use has been 
made of the divisional charts, and the methods of transit and 
Varshaphala have also been briefly hiiited at. 

Three different dashas, the Vimshottari and the Yogini from 
the Parashari system, and the Chara dasha from the Jaimini 
system, have been simultaneously employed to ensure a more 
definite confirmation of an adverse event. This also emphasises 
the validity of each dasha when used individually. An extensive 
use of karakas, both Parashari and Jaimini, has been made to 
help explain the diagnosis where appropriate. A scientific 
approach to chart analysis has been maintained consistently. 

This book highlights the necessity to continue further 
research in medical astrology in order to attain diagnostic 
^ capability. At present, the various astrological techniques are 
primarily helpful in timing an illness. Only through sustsuned 
research, as done in the medical field, can Vedic astrology aim 
to play a fruitful role in the field of medicine, and enjoy the 
status that it so profusely deserves. 

January 25, 1996 DR. K S CHARAK 

72 Gagan Vihar 
Delhi-110051, India. 

Phone: 91-11-2243563 
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CHAPTER I 


Medical Astrology: 
General Considerations 


sfro: snie: wt 'ifiiM traritii 

O’ Bbawani! I am destitute, poor, seruscent, ailing, a xoeakJing, 
helpless, mute, miserable and ever destroyed You are my solitary 
re^ge. 

, Shankarachafya 

M edical astrology, in its present form, finds only a limited 
use in the medical profession today. As our understanding 
of the subject increases, however, it is likely to assume greater 
importance. Some of the areas where it can play a useful role 
are: 

1. Timing an illness: Caution or warning. 

2. Nature of an illness: Diagnosis. 

3. Course of an illness: Its outcome. 

4. Complications arising during the course of illness or of 
its treatment. 

5. The best method of treatment: Conservative, operative, 
astro-remedial, etc. 

6. Residual effects of disease or of its treatment. 

7. Determination of longevity, nature of death. 

8. Astrological remedies. 

A proper understanding of the above could be of immense 
utility to the humankind. However, several of the above- 
mentioned aspects are only poorly understood at present. There 
is a need to develop medical astrology to an extent where it could 
guide the physician and benefit the patient. This could be the 
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noblest use of astrology. In order to achieve this end, it is 
imperative to take recourse to the following: 

1. A deeper study of Vedic astrology. 

2. A better understanding of the classical astrological 
principles. 

3. At least an elementary knowledge of disease and its 
pathogenesis. This is where a physician-astrologer is 
likely to be more successful. 

4. A scientific application of the known astrological 
principles to the horoscopes of patients with known 
ailments. 

5. Drawing inferences and conclusions while still remaining 
within the limits defined by the classical dicta. 

6. Application of the knowledge so gained to astrological 
charts of patients with unknown ailments. 

7. Perpetual refinement of techniques. 

8. Mutual sharing of the data smd the findings. 

9. Recourse to such subtle techniques of Vedic astrology as . 
arc generally not applied while making the day-to-day 
predictions. 

10. Constant touch wth the medical profession where rapid 
progress is being perpetually made in the understanding 
of the disease process. 

It is essential to constantly keep in mind the limitarions of 
the role of astrology in disease. This concept applies with equal 
validity to the well-established systems of me^dne, like'the 
Allopathy, the Homeopathy, and the Ayurveda of today. It is 
inappropriate to try to prove the superiority of one system over 
the other. In the most sdentific Vedic culture, the andent 
Ayurveda, ‘the sdence of life’, treated allopathy, homeopathy, 
yogic remedies, nature cures, astrological remedies and medied 
astrology as its very constituents. All these systems were 
employed, separately and conjointly, for the one purpose of 
keeping the mankind physically and mentally healthy. These 
various systems are individually incomplete but mutually 
complementary. 
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Importance of timing an illness 

Vedic astrology has an edge over the medical science; it can help 
foretell the time when a future illness is likely to befall an 
indi\idual, given an accurate horoscopic chart. This is a 
significant matter since the native can be forewarned about illness 
and advised to'take precautionary steps. The native can also be 
warned against any likely accidents or injuries. This knowledge 
can thus be used to lessen or alleviate suffering. 

The physician has no way of telling beforehand whether or 
not an individual is likely to suffer disease in future. At best, 
he can indicate the likely occurrence of a familial or hereditary 
disease in the descendants of a particular patient. He, however, 
cannot always point out which particular descendant of a given 
patient will manifest disease and which won’t; nor can he 
precisely foretell the likely time when the ailment will manifest. 
In such a situation, an astrologer with a sound understanding 
of the basic concepts of Vedic astrology can guide and help the 
doctor as well as the patient. He can precisely tell whether a 
given native is likely to fall ill- and, if so, exactly when. Several 
hereditary diseases can be more effectively managed if one is 
aware of their likely occurrence. 

This emphasizes the need to have accurate binh charts of the 
patients. In medical astrology, the advantage of having the birth 
charts of relatives of a patient cannot be overemphasized since 
this provides a better understanding of a hereditary disease. Just 
as the offspring derives his physical and other characters from 
his parents, so also he inherits resistance against or proneness 
to disease from parents. A close look at the charts of blood 
relations belonging to different generations, e.g., the charts of 
the grandfather, the &ther, the native and his child, studied 
together furnishes interesting revelations. 

Diagnosb is a difficult job 

Medical diagnosis involves a thorough understanding of the 
normal functioning of the body as well as of the disease process. 
This requires years of study, training, c>q>erience and application. 
Generally there is a need to take the help of laboratory or other 
investigations while making a diagnosis. Despite all this there 
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‘'are pitfalls, and many a time the correct diagnosis eludes the 
most experienced physician. 

An astrologer must consider the above fects while attempting 
an astro-diagnosis based on a study of the horoscopic chart. It 
is essential to have a sufRcient understanding of the human 
anatomy, physiology and pathology if success is the aim. Along 
with this, a sound knowledge of the astrological principles and 
their application to individual horoscopes is needed. It is 
necessary to appreciate that medical astrology in its present form 
is a relatively new subject and there are more dark areas than 
the illumined ones. At present, an elaborate medical diagnosis 
must normally be left to the physician. This area is a weak area 
for the astrologer. It is often possible to point out the likely part 
of the body which is involved in a disease process, but that is 
generally insufficient information for the physician. This is a 
challenging area for all medical astrologers. 

It is pertinent to point out here that astrological classics do 
make references to disease, but they do so in the ayurvedic 
language. It will be a great breakthrough in medical astrology 
if we somehow manage to translate astrology, ayurveda and 
allopathy back and forth into one another. 

1.4igna is body; so is the lagna lord 

Since there is very little organised literature on medical astrology, 
it is necessary to start from the well-established standard 
principles of Vedic astrology and proceed from there. The 
purpose is to start from a known area, proceed into a lesser 
known area, and eventually venture into the unknown area. It 
is necessary to remain within the prescribed limits of the classical 
principles which were laid down by the ancient sages of the Vedic 
times. Their dicta have an eternal application; only their 
meanings must be adjusted according to the prevalent era and 
customs. 

The most important basic principle of medical astrology is that 
the lagna represents the body of the native. The first house of 
the horoscopic chart, the ascendant or the lagna, is also known 
as the Tanu-Bhava’ or ‘the house representing the body’. Since 
any disease has to do with the body of the patient, this first house 
assumes the greatest significance in medical astrology. Even 
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otherwise, the lagna is the most important house of the 
horoscope since this is the reference point for all the other 
houses, and the planets assume their specific roles depending 
upon the lagna only. 

Just as a particular house represents certain definite aspects of 
' a native, the lord of that house too assumes similar function. Thus 
even as the lagna represents the body, the lagna lord too represents 
the body. It is thus natural to con^der that the lagna and the lagna 
lord must be ‘healthy’ to ensure good health to the native. When 
they are under adverse influences, the health of the native suffers. 
In all medical astrology, the first attention must be directed to 
the state of the lagna and the lord of the lagna. 

Divisional charts: the subtle divisions 

Twelve lagnas rise and set during the twenty-four hours. Each 
lagna could thus remain on the horizon for an average of two 
hours. Several people would be bom during this time with the 
same horoscopic charts. The divisional charts, technically known 
as the ‘vargas’ or subtle divisions, help to distinguish the natives 
bom with their times of birth close to each other. In addition, 
the different divisional charts have specific, different functions. 
The sage Parashara describes sixteen divisional charts. Out of 
these, the ones used for medical astrology include the Rashi 
chart, the Drekkana chart, the Navamsha, the Dwadashamsha 
and the Trimshamsha. 

The rasbi chart is the basic horoscopic chart, so called because 
the lagna here has a span of one rashi or 30 degrees. All other 
charts are only the finer sub-divisions of the rashi chart. The 
different houses of the rashi chart rule over specific body parts, 
so that benefic influences on specific houses indicate soundness 
of health of such body parts as arc ruled by those houses, and 
adverse influences there indicate disease of the relevant body 
parts. Briefly, the different houses of the rashi chart concern 
themselves with the following aspects: 

First home : Body in general, head, brain, complexion. 
Second home : Face, mouth, teeth, speech, eyes (right eye). 
Third home : Throat, ears (right ear), neck, shoulders, upper 
limbs, physical fitness. 
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Fourth house : Thorax (chest), lungs, breast. 

Fifth house : Heart, mind, foregut, conception. 

Sixth house : Disease in general, midgut, kidneys, injury, 
operation. 

Seventh house : Umbilical region, pelvis, hindgut, sexual union. 
Eighth home : External genitalia, incurable disease, amputa¬ 
tion, longevity. 

Ninth home : Hip joints, thighs. 

Tenth home : Knee joints, patella. 

Eleventh home : Legs, left ear. 

Tvielfth home : Feet, left eye, hospitalisation, death. 

The above list is by no means complete and there arc 
differences of opinion amongst different authorities. For 
example, the heart is considered from the fourth house by some, 
and from the fifth house by others. Similarly, intestines (both 
midgut and hindgut parts) are often considered from the sixth 
house. Such differences need to be resolved through further study 
and research. The twelve signs of the zodiac in general rule over 
similar body parts as do the twelve houses of the horoscope. As 
a matter of principle, the house where the lord of the lagna 
resides tends to prosper, and the parts of the body indicated by 
that house enjoy good health. 

The Navamsba is the one-ninth of a rashi, and is equivalent 
to 3 degrees and 20 minutes of arc. Tliis is the most important 
of he divisional charts. In general, no predictions should be made 
without studying the Navamsha. Here too, the condition of the 
lagna and the lagna lord must be analysed. The different houses 
of the Navamsha chart indicate similar functions as do those of 
the rashi chart. It has been said that when the indications from 
the rashi chart and the Navamsha chart differ from each other, 
those from the Navamsha take precedence. The Navamsha 
falling exactly in the eighth house from the Moon’s natal position 
has a special sinister relevance in medical astrology; this is 
labelled as the sixty-fourth Navamsha. 

When the bgna in the Navamsha chart is identical with the 
birth lagna, it is called as vargottama lagna, a state of strength 
in general. A planet occupying the same sign in the rashi and 
the Navamsha charts is also labelled as vargottama. 
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The Drekkana is the one-third division (10 degrees each) of 
a rashi. This has been considered as of special relevance in 
disease. Drekkanas have been used in some subtle manner to 
indicate the various body parts though adequate information in 
this connection is unavailable. The Drekkana that fells exactly 
in the eighth house from the natal lagna has a special sinister 
relevance in medical astrology, like the sixty-fourA Navamsha, 
and is known as the tvxnty-second Drekkana. Besides this, there 
are the Sarpa Drekkanas (the second and third Drekkanas of 
Karka, the first and second of Vrischika, and the third of Meena!) 
which too have an adverse role in matters of health. 

The Dwadashamsba is the one-twelfth division (2 degrees 30 
minutes each) of a sign. The Dwadashamsha chart too has been 
advocated for use in medical astrology. Some subtle use of 
Dwadashamsha is also made in the calculation of longevity. 

For any horoscopic analysis for disease, at least the above- 
mentioned four divisional charts must be used. 

The Trimsbamsba or the one-thirtieth division is also used 
sometimes, particularly in order to understand the vulnerabilities 
or susceptibilities of the native. Each of these di^d$ional charts 
is to be studied exactly like the rashi chart, and all these charts 
must be studied, at first individually and then conjointly, in order 
to reach an integrated conclusion. 

Other divisional charts, not mentioned by Parashara, have 
been advocated by some authorities. These include the 
Shashtamsha (the one-sixth division) and the Ashtamamsha (the 
one-eighth division). They seem to have been picked up from 
the Varshaphala or the Tajika system. They have not been 
studied enough to justify their inclusion here. 

What is affliction ? 

It is customary to use the term ‘affliction’ for adverse influences 
on a house or a planet. Thus, health, which is signified by the 
lagna and the lagna lord, suffers when the lagna and the lagna 
lord are afflicted. Bcnefic influences on the lagna and the lagna 
lord improve health. This aspect will be discussed again when 
we refer to proneness to ill health. 

In general, a house gets afflicted when it is 
(i) Occupied by a malefic planet; 
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(ii) Aspcctcd by a malefic planet; 

(iii) Owned by an affiicted planet; 

(iv) Afflicted also in the divisional charts. 

A planet, or the lord of a house, gets afflicted when it is; 

(i) Associated with malefics; 

(ii) Aspected by malefics; 

(iii) Placed in adverse houses (the 6th, the 8th or the 12th); 

(iv) Associated with the lords of adverse houses; 

(v) Generally weak, e.g., debilitated or combusr, 

(vi) Placed in the signs owned by natural malefics! 

(vii) Afflicted also in the divisional charts. 

A house or its lord attains strength and protection when 
it is: 

(i) Generally strong, e.g., when the lord of the house is exalted, 
or it occupies or aspects is own house; 

(ii) Vargottama; 

(iii) Associated wth benefics; 

(iv) Aspected by benefics; 

(v) Associated with good houses (e.g., the fifth or the ninth) 
or their lords; 

(vi) Strong and protected also in the divisional charts. 
Marakas: the death inflicters 

The term ‘Maraka’ means one that causes death. In actual 
practice, however, such a strong interpretation is not called for. 
The marakas cause death when the longewty is over. At other 
times, the marakas tend to cause ill health. Identification of the 
marakas is thus important in medical astrology. 

Houses 2 and 7 of the horoscopic chart arc the maraka houses, 
so labelled because they fall in the twelfth (indicative of loss!) 
from the houses 3 and 8 (houses of longevity!) respectively. Lords 
of these houses attain maraka propensities. Of these, the lord 
of the second is a more potent maraka than the lord of the 
seventh. Other planets too can assume maraka functions when 
they own or occupy adverse houses. 
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Marakas for different lagnasv For different lagnas, different 
planets acquire maraka capability as follows: 

1. Mesha : Venus (lord of houses 2 and 7). 

2. Vrisha : Mars (lord of houses 7 and 12); also Moon 

(lord of the 3rd house), Venus (lord of the 
lagna and the 6th), and Jupiter (lord of houses 
8 and 11). 

Note: Lords of houses 3, 6 and 11 are also considered malefic. 
Moon (lord of the 2nd house). 

Saturn (lord of houses 7 and 8). 

Saturn (lord of houses 6 and 7). 

Venus (lord of houses 2 and 9). 

Mars (lord of houses 2 and 7). 

Venus (lord of houses 7 and 12). 

Venus (lord of houses 6 and 11), and Saturn 
(lord of houses 2 and 3). 

Note: The Moon as lord of the eighth house is not considered 
adverse by Parashara. 

10. Makara : Mars (lord of houses 4 and 11); also the other 

malefics (Moon, lord of the 7th house; Jupiter, 
lord of the houses 3 and 12). 

Note; The Sun as lord of the eighth house is not considered adverse 
by Parashara. Saturn being the lord of the lagna is also not 
considered adverse despite owning the second house. 

11. Kumbha : Sun (lord of the 7th house). 

Mars (lord of houses 3 and 10) and 
Jupiter (lord of houses 2 and 11). 

12. Meena : Mercury (lord of houses 4 and 7), and Saturn 

(lord of houses 11 and 12). 

Note: Mars is not considered a maraka here (cf. Venus for Kanya 
lagna). 

Some principles from Parashara : When considering the role of 
maraka planets, the following points must be borne in mind: 

1. Lords of maraka houses, their associates, and the natural 
malefics occupying the maraka houses all have the propensity 
to cause illness or death during their dashas and antardashas. 

^Hjdja4xraljcja-L 
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4. Karka 

5. Simha 

6. Kanya 

7. Tula 

8. Vrischiha 

9. Dhanu 
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2. When the longevity is over but the dasha of i maraka planet 
is not operating, the dasha of a benefic associated with the 
lord of the twelfth house can assume maraka function. 

3. Even the dasha of a natural malefic can cause death. Saturn 
and Rahu thus can become unqualified marakas. 

4. A maraka docs not ‘kill’ during the antardasha of a benefic 
planet (e.g., the lord of a trine) associated with it. However, 
it can ‘kill’ during the antardasha of a malefic unassociated 
with it. 

5. Saturn qualifies as the most potent maraka when associated 
with a maraka lord. 

6. During the dasha of a maraka lord, the antardashas of the 
6th, the 8th or the 12th lord prove to be maraka. 

7. Lords of houses 2 and 12 from the Moon behave as marakas 
if they also happen to be natural malefics. 

8. Lords of the 3rd, the 5th or the 7th nakshatras prove maraka 
for those with Alpayu (short life!), Madhyayu (medium life!) 
and Poomayu (long life!) respectively. 

Third bouse for cause of death-. Different planets by their 

occupation of (or aspect on!) the third house indicate the cause 

of death as follows: 


Sun 
Moon 
Mars 
Mercury 
Jupiter 
Venus 
Saturn or 
Rahu 


Punishment by the ruler. 

Tuberculosis. 

Bums, injury, operation. 

Febrile illness. 

Tumours, swelling. 

Diabetes, renal disease. 

Poison, drowning, fall from a height, bum 
injury, incarceration. 


Several planets influencing the third house: Multiple causes 
of death. 


Caute of death from eighth bouse too: Several planets by their 
occupation of (or aspect on) the eighth house also contribute 
to death as follows: 

Sun : From fire 
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Moon 

Mars 

Mercury 

Jupiter 

Venus 

Saturn 


From water (drowning!) 

From weapon (injury, operations!) 
From fever 

From prolonged illness 

From starvation 

From thirst (dehydration!) 


Note: The role of the lords of the houses 6, 8 and 12 (the Tiik 
houses) in producing maraka results will be discussed in greater 
details separately. 


Natural and functional malefics 

Malehcs arc the cause of disease and death during their dashas 
and antardashas. The Sun, Mars, Saturn, Rahu and Ketu arc 
natural maletics. These planets transmit their maleficence to 
other planets through their aspect or association. The natural 
bcncfics (the Moon, Mercury, Jupiter and Venus) are thus likely 
to be adversely affected by thdr getting related to natural 
malefics. In addition, a waning Moon and an ill-associated 
(i.e., associated with natural malefics) Mercury also become 
malehc. 

In addition to their natural beneficence and maleficence, 
planets also acquire functional beneficence and maleficence due 
to ownership of certain houses in the horoscope. Thus, 

(i) Lord of the lagna .is a functional benefic. 

(ii) Lords of the houses 3, 6 and 11 arc functional malefics. 

(iii) Lords of trikonas (houses 5 and 9) are also beneficial. 

(iv) Lords of houses 6, 8 and 12 are particularly adverse as far 
as health is concerned. TTiese houses are knowm as the Trik 
houses. 

(v) Lord of the eighth house has greater inherent maleficence 
than the rest. It becomes more virulent if it also owns 
the third or the eleventh house, and sheds a lot of its 
virulence if it also owns the lagna, the fifth house or the 
ninth house. 

(vi) Even benefic planets, natural as well as funcfional, become 
adverse when placed in the adverse (Trik!) houses dr are 
associated with adverse lords. 
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If we consider the natural maleBcs, the functional malefics, 
and malefics due to adverse association or placement, it will be 
seen that there is a predominantly malefic influence evident in 
each horoscope. It is onfy once in a while that purely benefic 
influences are in operation. We are thus all bom to suffer. The 
cycle of birth and rebirth is nothing but the grand plan for 
exhausting our karma so that finally we are released from our 
material bondage, the sole cause of our suffering. Realising the 
inherent debility, both physical and mental, of a human being, 
the ancient Vedic seers advocated an attitude of humility toward 
all that is living as well as non-living. The prayers addressed to 
gods and deities were nothing but an expression of the realisation 
of one’s limitations. The mightiest of warriors made prayers to 
their deities before proceeding on their conquests. Realising that 
invincibility did not lie in mere physical strength, the kings of 
yore sought refuge under divine protection even while 
performing the most mundane activities. 

A few verses from a supplication made to goddess Durga, the 
Mother Goddess, Who is known to destroy the evil-doers and 
to protect those who seek refuge in Her, is being given here as 
an example. 


ifi ^ vi^uii turafiPt i 
tnait TH? ii 


mg ^^TRrt vpwrfruft I 

5Bji<il TOT II 

^ vi«4i^-ii i 


“Mother Goddess! Terrorising the enemies, difficult to be 
looked at (because of Your brilliance!), please protect me. 

“May You, as Aindri (the wtal principle of Indra, the king 
of gods) protect me from the east; as Agni-Devata (the vital 
principle of the Fire god) from the south-east; as Varahi from 
the south, and as Khadaga-Dharini from the south-west; as 
"Varuni, protect me from the west, as Mriga-Vahini from the 
north-wesr, as Kaumari from the north, as Shoola-Dharini from 
the north-east; as Brahmani may You protect me from above, 
and as Vaishnavi from below. So may Chamunda, the One 
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that makes the dead Her vehicle, protect me from all the 
directions." 

The prayer goes on, seeking protection of each and every part 
of the body of the supplicant through the divine grace of the 
Mother Goddess. There are hundreds of such prayers in the vast 
ancient Indian Uterature where the devotee sheds all ego while 
realising the limitations of his physical existence. 

Disease possible in a disease-prone body 

The fact that there are numerous malefic influences in each 
horoscope need not generate excessive anguish since we see each 
day that there do exist several people who are in apparent good 
health. What then is it that keeps people generally healthy 
despite there being so many odds against good health? The 
answer lies in the understanding that disease can occur only when 
there is proneness to disease. If a horoscope shows inherent 
resistance against ill-health, the native enjoys good health.. 

Those who have an elementary working knowledge of the 
medical sciences would appreciate that under similar situafions, 
different people would generate different body responses. Some 
people are more prone to infections than others. During 
epidemics, when a larger number of people arc exposed to the 
same microbes, the intensity of disease produced in different 
individuals- is different; there arc a few who completely escape 
disease. These variations in manifestation of the same disease 
can be explained on the basis of variations in their inherent 
resistance against disease. This understanding is the basis" of 
vaccinations against disease whereby we aim to raise the 
resistance of a susceptible individual or population against a 
particular disease. 

The horoscope is an indicator of one’s strength as well as 
vulnerability. To analyse a horoscopic chart for medical purposes, 
it is essential to first decide whether the chart in question is 
susceptible to illness or not. A horoscope which shows easy 
pronencss to disease must belong to a chronically ill individud 
or to one who frequently falls ill On the other hand, a horoscope 
with inherent resistance against disease indicates that the native 
would not ordinarily be inflicted by disease unless the period as 
indicated by his dasha, etc., is exceptionally adverse. 
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Sound health: protective factors 

Several factors may be considered here. The more the positive 
influences, the better the health. No one chart will show only 
favourable influences. Ultimate^ it is a balance between the 
favourable and the adverse factors which determines the state of 
health. 

Strong lagna and strong lagna lord are the best. The single most 
important factor for good health is the presence of a strong lagna 
and a strong lagna lord. Chart 1-1 shows Simha lagna rising at 
the time of birth. Note the following features in this chart; 

* Lagna occupied by its own lord. 

* All natural benches occupying the lagna. 
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* A vatgottama lagna, i.e., same lagna in the rashi chart as well 
as the Navamsha chart. 

* Several benefic yogas forming in the lagna, including a Gaja- 
kesari yoga, Raja yogas from combination of lagna lord wth 
the fifth lord, and lagna lord with the tenth lord. 

Moon-Venus conjunction which again is a favourable yoga; the 
two are so close that they retain their conjunction in the 
Navamsha chart also. 

A mere look at the horoscopic chart indicates that the general 
health of the native should be sound. The native did enjoy a 
fairly sound health all through his life until his end in a sudden 
and tragic way. The sixth lord (indicative of accident, injury, 
enmity!) Saturn aspects the lagna and the lagna lord. The lagna 
as well as the lagna lord are surrounded by malefics (Mars in 
the second house; Rahu in the twelfth house!). In the Navamsha 
chart, the kendras are occupied by malefics only, and there arc 
no bcnefics in the kendras. One has to analyse the dasha pattern 
to see when the end would arrive. For the sake of convenience, 
only the rashi and Navamsha charts are being discussed here and 
in a few subsequent examples. 

Bences in kendras are protective'. As a rule, placement of 
benefics in the kendras is a protective influence against disease. 
Presence of bcnefics in the Trikonas is also go^ for health. 
Chart 1-2 belongs to a native with Mesha lagna. Lord of the 
lagna is in the lagna while three benefics (a waxing Moon, 
Mercury and Venus) are in the kendras. The native enjoys a fairly 
sound health. Saturn in the eighth house is an additiond bcnefic 
factor which protects longevity. In the Navamsha chart, the lagna 
lord in the eighth is again a promoter of longe\ity. Jupiter 
protects the lagna from the ninth house where it is associated 
with_ another benefic. Mercury. 

It is necessary to rcmemlxer that, while the placement of 
benefics in the kendras is generally a factor promoting good 
health, such benefics 

(i) should not be grossly, afflicted; 

(ii) should not be retrograde; 

(iii) should not be debilitated or combust; 
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(hr) should also be placed favourably in the divisional charts (the 
Navamsha, the Drekkana and the Ehvadashamsha). 

Malles in 3, 6, 11: inherent resistance: Malefics in houses 3, 6 
and 11 increase a native’s capacity to fight back. The more 
number of them that are in these houses, the greater is the 
resistance of the native against disease. 

In chart 1-3, Mars occupies the third house and Ketu the sixth 
house. In addition, the kendras are occupied by two benefics. 
The lagna lord Jupiter associates with the ninth lord, the Sun, 
and aspects the lagna thereby providing a lot of protection. 

The presence of lagna lord in the sixth house is generally 
indicative of sound health. This happens in the Navamsha chart, 
where also there is Jupiter, the best natural benefic, occupying 
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the lagna an4 two strong benefics, the Moon and Venus, 
occupying the ninth house. 


The role of a ben^ Durudharai When the lagna or the lagna 
lord or both are surrounded by benefics, a Shubha-Kartari or 
a benefic ‘Durudhara’ yoga is formed. This promotes good 
health. 

Uncfflicted Moon: A strong and well-placed Moon is an 
important factor for health and longevity. This has been 
discussed under ‘Balarishta’ (vide infra). 

Thus, the important factors that favour good health are: 

- A strong lagna; 

- A strong lagna lord; 
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- UnafBicted, strong benefics in kendras and trikonas; 

- Malefics in houses 3, 6 and 11; 

- Saturn in the eighth house; 

- UnafHicted lagna lord in the sixth or the eighth house; 

- Benefit Durudhara around the lagna or the lagna lord; 

- A healthy Moon. 

Unsound health 

The reverse of what leads to sound health is indicafive of 
unsound health. Both the favourable and the unfavourable factors 
must be judiciously balanced in order to determine the actual 
state of health of a native. 

Condition of the lagna and the lagna lord: When the lagna or the 
lagna lord are weak and afilicted, the health of the native suffers. 
A lagna becomes weak when: 

- It is occupied or aspected by malefics. 

- Debilitated planets occupy the lagna. 

- Adverse yogas form in the lagna. 

The lagna lord becomes afflicted when it is: 

- Debilitated or combust. 

- Associated/aspected by malefics. 

- Placed in adverse houses. 

- Placed in inimical houses. 

- Placed adversely in the vargas also. 

Chart 1-4 belongs to the late President John F Kennedy of 
the USA. He had persistent trouble with his spine and 
underwent repeated surgical procedures on his back. He died a 
violent death at the hands of an assassin. 

The lagna lord is placed in the adverse eighth house in 
association with the eighth lord Mars. The combined lordship 
of the third and the eighth houses makes Mars, even normally 
a planet of injury and violence, a highly malefic planet for the 
Kanya lagna. Saturn, lord of the sixth house (another indicator 
of disease, injury, operation, violence and enmity), aspects both 
the lagna and the lagna lord. Both Saturn and Mars acquire 
further virulence by mutually aspecting each other. Placement 
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of the lagna lord in the eighth house is normally good for health. 
However, a lagna lord afflicted in the eighth house promotes ill-health 
and may lead to unending or incurable suffering. There are no 
benehes in the kendras in this chart to protect the native from 
these afflictions. 

In the Navamsha again there are no benefics in the kendras, 
but the lagna is aspectftd by Jupiter, a natural though not veiy 
strong benefic. The lagna lord is also not as afflicted as in the 
rashi chart. The lagna is vargottama. 

Malffia in kendras and trikoruu: Malefics in the kendras do the 
reverse of what the benefics here would do. If there are no 
benefics in the kendras, and only malefics occupy the kendras 
and trikonas, particularly when the lagna and the lagna lord are 
afflicted, the native suffers prolonged or repeated illness. 
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Chart 1-5 belongs to a lady suffering from ulcerative colitis. 
The disease has been often going into remissions and severe 
exacerbations. The lagna contains Jupiter, normally a benefre, 
which assumes hostile posture because it is the eighth lord, and 
also retrograde. Placement of the eighth lord in the lagna generally 
indicates a sickly body. The lagna lord is located in the none-too- 
good sixth house aspected by the malefic Saturn. Four malefics, 
viz., Mars, Saturn, Rahu and Ketu, occupy the kendras. An 
afflicted Moon in the sixth house, close to the Sun and aspeted 
by Saturn, is a situation of Balarishta (vide irtfira). Both the lagna 
and the Is^iu lord are afflicted in the Navamsha chart also where 
the lagna is surrounded by Ketu in the twelfth house and the 
Sun and Saturn in the second house, equivalent to a malefic 
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Durudhara. The vargottama lagna hardly provides much 
protection under such intense affliction. 

In general, the important factors that favour ill-health include: 

- A weak lagna; 

- A weak lagna lord; 

- Malefics in kendras and trikonas: retrograde ones are worse. 

- No malefics in houses 3, 6 and 11. 

- Benefics in the eighth house, indicating chronidty of illness. 

- Afflicted lagna lord in the 6th or the 8th house. 

- Lord of the eighth in the lagna. 

- Malefic Durudhara around the lagna or the lagna lord. 

- Afflicted Moon. 



Lagna 1*55' Mars 21*49' Venus 26*57 
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It may be stressed here, even at the risk of reperition, that 
a strong and unafflicted lagna and lagna lord arc important for 
good health. It is better to have no planets in the kendras than 
to have malefics there. 

In chart 1-6, all the kendras are unoccupied. The lagna lord 
placed in the third house is generally good for health. The only 
adverse factor is the aspect of Saturn on it from the sixth house. 
The lagna is vargottama and its own lord, the Moon, occupies 
it in the Navamsha. An associated debilitated Mars in the 
Navamsha lagna is subject to Ncecha-Bhanga (cancellation of 
debilitation!) whereas its association with Ac Moon forms a 
potent Raja-yoga produced by the conjunction of the lagna lord 
and the tenth lord in Ae lagna. 

It should be interesting to appreciate the reason why the 
unaspected and unassociated lagna and lagna lord, particularly 
when the kendras are also vacant, should generally produce little 
trouble in matters of heal A. An illness occurs at a particular time 
when an adverse planetary dasha is operating. When the dasha 
lords are in some way related to the lagna or Ac lagna lord, the 
illness tends to be more intense. This is a point which will be 
discussed while dealing with the dashas. If no other planets are 
associated with the lagna or the lagna lord, their dashas, even 
if adverse, would not influence the lagna/lagna lord and, 
therefore, any adverse influence wiU be mild. It is an adverse dasha 
afflicting the lagna and the lagna lord which tends to produce a more 
intense illness. 

Dashas and timing of an illness 

The identification of adverse factors in a horoscope has any 
relevance oiJy if one is able to point out the time when such 
factors would attain fruition. This is done through the most 
brilliant system of dashas which form an essential constituent 
of Vedic astrology. There arp scores of dashas in both the 
Parashari as well as Ae Jaimini systems. It is important to employ 
more Aan one dasha system while examining a horoscopic chart. 
Using several dashas togcAer on Ae same chart provides a more 
comprehensive information about Ac native. 

The Vimsbottari dasha is Ae most important of the Parashari 
dashas. It is Ae single most widely employed dasha. It consists 
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of a cycle of 120 years. It is essential to make use of the 
Mahadasha (MD) along widi the Antardasha (AD) and 
Pratyantardasha (PD). Further'finer division, called the Sookshma 
dasha, may sometimes be used when the birth time has been 
recorded accurately. In very rare cases, where there is not the 
slightest doubt about the recording of the birth time, the finest 
division, known as the Prana dosha, may be used; this is generally 
not needed. When the term dasha is used in this text, it means 
the Vimshottari dasha unless otherwise specified. 

The correct birth time is also a matter of dissent among 
astrologers. According to some, it is the moment when the head 
appears; others feel it should coincide with the first cry of the 
baby which is identical with its first breath; there arc others who 
consider that the moment the cord is ligated and transacted 
indicates the actual moment of a child’s independent existence 
and must be considered as the actual time of birth. The author 
holds the opinion that the actual birth time is the time when 
the baby is bom no matter whether or not it takes some time 
to take its first breath, or whether or not the cord is ligated 
immediately after delivery. When the baby is out, the event of birth 
has taken place. However, everyone has a right to his opinion and 
the debate will continue, pving the astrologers an opportunity 
to use their own systems of birth time rectification. 

The other important dasha in the Parashari system is the 
Vogt/ii dasha vrith a cycle of 36 years. This dasha is popular in 
northern India and some astrologers base all their predictions 
on this dasha. Generally one needs to work out the Mahadasha 
(MD) and the Antardasha (AD) for predictive purposes. 
Alternate Yoginis happen to be benefic and malefic in nature. 
A highly useful book dealing with this dasha is the ‘Applications 
of Yogini Dasha’ by Jhanji and Sharma. 

In the Jaimini system, the most important dasha is the Chora 
dasha wTiich is equivalent to the Vimshottari dasha of Parashara. 
It is required to work up the Mahadasha 'and Antardasha for 
purposes of medical astrology. The Jaimini dashas are the dashas 
of rashis or signs, and not of planets as in the Parashari system. 
The other special features of the Jaimini astrology are the Jaimini 
aspects and Jaimini’s Karakas or significators. Correct predictions 
through the Jaimini system require an abundant use of karakas. 
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aspixts, dashas, and vaigas or divisional charts. The Tredicting 
Through Jaimini’s Chara Dasha’ by KN Rao is a useful work 
for getting initiated into the Jaimini system. Simultaneous use 
of the above three dashas on a given chart provides a very accurate 
picture of a native’s health. 

Afflicted Moon and lagna lord 

Afflictions of the Moon and the lagna lord produce situations 
which may be adverse for the survival of the newborn child. 
These arc generally referred to as Balarisbta (i.e., affliction to 
the newborn!). There are numerous combinations mentioned in 
the texts indicating Balarishta. Afflictions to the Moon and the 
lagna lord assume greater significance amongst them. These 
afflictions may be in the form of; 

(i) Ill placement, e.g., in houses 6, 8 or 12. These locations 
are particularly adverse and may prove fetal unless there is 
a cancellation of affliction in the chart. 

(ii) Ill association, i.e., association with natural malefics, adverse 
lords, and close association with the Sun leading to 
combustion. Close association of the lagna lord or the Moon 
with Rahu or Ketu is also adverse. 

(iii) Aspect of malefics; also, opf>osition by all malefics together. 
For example, one combination mentioned in the classics says 
that the Moon in the lagna with malefics in the seventh 
house causes early death. 

(iv) Defeat in planetary warfare, particularly in warfare with 
■ malefics. 

(v) Occupation of kendras and the eighth house by malefics 
when the Moon is also placed in a kendra. 

Balarisbta not necessarily death’. It is generally taught that 
presence of the Balarishta corhbinatiqns in a horoscopic chart 
is indicative of early death of the newborn. What is important 
to realise is that the Balarishta means affliction in the natsJ chart 
to an extent where it could cause suffering to the newborn, or 
lead to its death if severe. 

In Chart 1-7, the Moon happens to be the lagna lord also. 
Its location in the sixth house is a highly adverse 'factor for 
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health, pardcularty when it is also associated with another 
natural malefic Mars which in addition aspects the lagna. This 
is a typical Balarishta. The child suffers from Osteogenesis 
imperfecta, a condition characterised by brittleness of bones,- 
as well as hydrocephalous, which is characterised by an 
obstruction to the circulation of fluid in the brain. He was 
bom with distorted lower limbs because of multiple fractures 
during his life inside the womb. We have already noted the 
affliction to the lagna and the lagna lord. In addition, the 
Sun is afflicted by the asj^cts of the retrograde sixth lord 
Jupiter from the eighth house, and the eighth lord Saturn from 
the fifth. The Sun signifies the bones. It will be seen that 
when a karaka or significator is afflicted badly, its significations 
suffer. 
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One is generally given to believe that the Balarishta 
combinations would kill the native immediately, irrespective of 
the dasha at birth. Nothing, however, could be farther from the 
tmth.. The Balarishta combinations are also subject to the dasha 
pattern. In the above chart, the Vimshottari dasha operating at 
the time of birth was Sun-Mars (MD/AD). The Sun is the 
afflicted significator for bones. Mars is located in the sixth house 
associating with the Moon. The disease has been present since 
birth because of adverse dasha operating at the time of birth 
itself. In congenital illness, usually the operating dashas at birth 
have something to do with the lagna/lagna lord, and houses 6, 
8 or 12. Placement of the twelfth lord in the lagna aspected by 
Mars from the sixth house is a factor that additionally indicates 
proneness to disease. In the Navamsha chart too, the Moon is 
afflicted by its placement in the twelfth house, its association 
with the sixth lord, and aspects on it of the twelfth lord Jupiter 
and a natural malefic Mars. The Sun, the MD lord at birth, is 
the eighth lord of the Navamsha, while Mars, the AD lord, is 
afflicted by Saturn which also happens to be the lagna lord. 
Applying the Yogini dasha as weU as the Chara dasha of Jaimini 
also reveals, and confirms, affliction at the time of birth. 

Chart T8 .belongs to a child suffering from progressive 
degenerative disease of the central nervous system resulting in 
a mental and physical retardation. The Moon is located in the 
eighth house leading to a Balarishta situation. It suffers from 
additional adverse influences of a close conjunction with a 
retrograde Saturn and the aspect of Mars. 

The Moon thus suffers from multiple afflictions. It may be 
pointed out that the extent of affliction to a planet is important 
in order to understand, the severity of illness. A single affliction 
is not a serious matter generally. A double affliction indicates 
a serious disease. A triple affliction or multiple afflictions lead 
to incurable disease. In the above chart, the Moon is adversely 
placed, and under the influence of two malefics, one of them 
retrograde, hence worse. The placement of the lagna lord in the 
twelfth house close to the Sun, and of the eighth lord in the 
lagna, indicate proneness to illness. The Moon, the karaka for 
mental faculties, and Venus, the lagna lord or indicator of ‘ 
physical health, are both afflicted. 
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The Vimshottari dasha operating at the tome of birth was 
Venus-Jupiter (MD/AD), the sbcth and the eighth lords rcspec- 
dvely. Venus is also the lagna lord, combust in the twelfth house. 
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A look at the Drekkana of this chart provides an interesting 
picture. Five planets (the Sun, the Moon, Venus, Saturn and 
Ketu) occupy the eighth house of the Drekkana chart. This house 
has a special adverse relevance in matters of health. It coincides 
with the twenty-second Drekkana which has been described in 
greater details elsewhere. 

That afflictions caused by adverse placements do not always 
fructify in childhood is exemplified by chart 1-9. Here the Moon 
is placed in the eighth house leading to a Balarishta. Other than 
its placement in the eighth house, there is no affliction. M^en 
the Moon, though placed in an adverse house, is located in the 
Drekkana of a benefic (Mercury, Jupiter or Venus), the affliction gets 
cancelled. Here, the Moon is placed in the Drekkana of Saturn, 
a malefic. There is, however, a potent cancellation of Balarishta, 
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termed as Arisbta-Bhanga. The chart indicates a night birth and 
waxing phase (Shukla-palBha) of the Moon. In case of a night 
birth coinciding with the waxing phase of the Moon, and day birth 
coinciding with the waning phase (Krishna-paksha) of the Moon, the 
adverse placement of the Moon gets completely cancelled. The native, 
thus, did not lose his life in infancy or childhood. , 
Other protective factors in this horoscope include: ' 

(i) Exalted lagna lord in the third house associated with a 
natural benefic. 

Note. A strong lagna lord in the third or the eleventh house 
removes affliction, ensures good health and promotes long 
life. 

(ii) Jupiter in Meena, in the fifth house. 

Note-. Jupiter in Karka, Dhanu or Meena, coinciding with 
the lagna, a kendra or a trikona, removes affliction. 

Arisbta-Bhanga is a qualitative improvement-. Although the 
classics mention that an Arishta-Bhanga (or cancellation of 
affliction) leads to a complete nullification and reversal of the 
blemish of Balarishta, it appears that the affliction does leave 
a scar. The cancellation thus means a qualitative improvement 
only and not necessarily a total reversal. In the above horoscope 
the native died on Oct. 21, 1990, in the Vimshottari dasha of 
Venus-Moon. For Vrischika lagna, Venus is a maraka; its dasha 
falling as the fifth in order from birth is an additional indication 
of its maraka nature. The Moon is the planet in the eighth house, 
the cause of Balarishta which technically stands cancelled. It will 
be seen that the Moon did retain its adverse influence because 
of its malplacement. It did not kill earlier because of an effective 
Arishta-Bhanga. But it did so in its own AD in the MD of a 
maraka planet. Incidentally, the Moon happens to be the lord 
of the seventh dasha, counted from birth, again an adverse 
indication. 

Importance of karakas 

It is generally less well appreciated that karakas or significators 
play an important role in astrological predictions. The karakas 
assume a lot of significance in medical astrology. Their weU- 
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being is important for good health. Each of the nine planets 
(from the Sun to Saturn as well as Rahu and Ketu) rule over 
certain aspects of life and health which must be judged from 
these planets or karakas. 

The important significations of these various planets are as 
follows: 

Sun: Heart, stomach, forcgut, bile, bones, right eye, injuries, 
bums, falls, disturbances of blood circulation, father. 

Moon: Fluids in the body, mind, blood, left eye, breast, 
psychiatric problems, emotions, menstrual cycle, mother. 

Mars: Soundness of physical health, head, bone-marrow, bile, 
•musculature, endometrium, accidents, bums, injury, surgical 
procedures, high blood pressure, miscarriages, diseases above the 
neck, siblings. 

Mercury: Discrimination, throat, nose, ears, lungs, speech, 
impotence, nightmares, maternal uncle, younger coboms. 

Jupiter: Liver, gall bladder, fat in the body, diabetes, chronic 
disease, car trouble, elder brother. 

Fenus: Genito-urinary system, venereal disease, eyesight, seminal 
fluid, sexual perversions, intestines, appendbc, diabetes, urethral 
stricture, stones in the urinary tract, wife or sexual partner. 

Saturn: Legs, feet, nerves| lymphatics, paralysis, amputation, 
chronicity, incurability, melancholy, exhaustion, fatigue, longe¬ 
vity. 

Raiu: Bones, poisoning, snake bite, chronic or incurable disease, 
phobias, maternal grandfather. 

Ketu: Helminthiasis (intestinal parasites), viral and infective 
diseases, epidemics, defecrive speech, surgical operations, 
diagnostic confusion, paternal grandfather.- 

The above list is certainly not complete, and there must be 
many more aspects that these planets mle over. When a particular 
planet is grossly afflicted, its significations suffer. Since each ‘ 
planet is a significator for so many body organs or diseases, one 
has to very carefully study the houses, signs and the dasha lords, 
along with a consideration of the affected karaka, to reach at 
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a medical diagnosis. Several examples of affliction of the karakas 
will be presented as we proceed further. 

Jaimini’s karakas x The system of sage Jaimini makes use of the 
rashi dashas, special Jaimini aspects, and an extensive use of 
karakas. As far as medical astrology is concerned, the role of 
karakas, other than the Atma Karaka, is not properly defined. 
The Jaimini karakas are defined on the basis of ffle lon^tudes 
of the seven planets, excluding Rahu and Ketu. The planet which 
is the farthest advanced in a sign is known as the At?rui Karaka 
(AK). The next in order, i.e., the farthest advanced in a sign after 
the AK, is kno\vn as the Amatya karaka (AmK). The third in 
order is the Bhratri karaka (BK), the fourth Matri karaka (MK), 
the fifth Putra karaka (PK), the sixth Jnati karaka (GK), and the 
seventh, vdth the least degrees and minutes of longitude in a 
sign, the Dura karaka (DK). 

AK is equivalent to the lagna lord: The afftiedon of AK leads to 
ill health. An ill-placed and afflicted AK is a factor for unsound 
health, a well-placed AK under the influence of benefics is a 
factor for sound health. In chart 1-8 (vide supra), the Moon is 
not only the lagna lord but also the AK. It is placed in the eighth 
house with a retrograde malefic Saturn in a very close 
conjunedon. It receives the Jaimini aspect of a maraka as well 
as a natural malefic Mars. This only reconfirms the excessive 
adverse influence on the health of the nadve. It may be 
appreciated here that Mars is also the GK which, as will be 
described below, is equivalent to the sixth lord or a disease 
giver. 

The role of Jaimini’s karakas in disease needs to be decided 
after thorough research. However, when the fixed karakas of 
Parashara are used with the variable karakas of Jaimini, along 
with a consideradon of the planetary lordships, some interesdng 
results are obtained. 

GK is equivalent to the sixth lord: Associadon of GK with other 
karakas is indicadve of disease signified by the karakas thus 
afflicted. Chart I-10 belongs to a nadve suffering from limb- 
girdle type of muscular dystrophy. Mars as the AK as well as 
the lagna lord is afflicted in the seventh house by associadon 
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with the Sun, the GK, and retrograde Mercury, the sixth lord. 
It receives the adverse (Jaimini) aspect of the Rahu-Ketu axis 
(RKA). This indicates poor health. Affliction of Mars as the lord 
of the eighth house is also not a favourable factor. An afflicted 
ei^th lord is adverse for health. As a karaka.for the musculature 
of the body, the affliction of Mars justifies the disease the native 
has been suffering from. 

PK indUates the heart-. In the Parashari system, the Sun is 
the significator for the heart. Diseases of the heart are judged 
from the fifth house, fifth lord and from the Sun. In the 
Jaimini system, the fifth karaka, known as the PK, takes the 
role of the fifth lord and also the Sun as far as the heart is 
concerned. 



*3HjdxrLxraljcjaJ. 3h.iLLh.S. 





















41 


Chart I-ll belongs to a male patient who suffered repeated 
heart attacks. Since we are only discussing the karakas, any 
mention of the dashas is being avoided. From the Parashari 
angle, proneness to heart disease is indicated in the chart by: 


(i) Debilitated fifth lord associated with the eighth lord Saturn. 

(ii) Twelfth lord Mercury in the fifth house. 

(iii) Debilitated Sun afflicted by the aspect of a debilitated Mars. 

(iv) The fifth house hemmed between malefics. 

(v) In the Navamsha, the fifth lord gets debilitated in the eighth 
house in association with the sixth lord, and also Saturn; 
the fifth house receives the aspect of Saturn from the eighth 
house; the Sun is also afflicted by the aspect of a debilitated 
Mars from the eighth house. 
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From the Jaimini angle, the following factors are important. 

(i) A debilitated fifth lord associates with the eighth lord 
Saturn (same argument as. already given above!). 

(ii) Mars as PK (heart!) and Saturn as GK (disease!) join in the 
lagna. 

(iii) GK aspects the fifth house from the lagna as also from the 
Sun. 

(iv) The Sun is debilitated (same as already mentioned above!). 

(v) In the Navamsha, the PK is grossly afflicted in the eighth 
house; the Sun receives the (Jaimini) aspects of malcfics (Mars 
and Saturn, the latter being GK) from the eighth house. 

(vi) PK and GK ate so close to each other that they do not 
separate in the Navamsha chart also. 

Each of the Jaimini karakas must have several meanings, but 
these need to be determined after a careful and thorough 
research. It will be generally seen that what is indicated in the 
chart according to the Parashari system almost invariably gets 
confirmed ’ by using the Jaimini system. It is strongly 
recommended that those venturing into medical astrology 
employ both the Parashari as well as the Jaimini systems. While 
using the Jaimini system, however, it is important to use the 
Jaimini aspects as well as the Jaimini dashas. 

Karakas of both the Parashari as well as the Jaimini systems 
arc important in predictions. When these karakas are afflicted, 
their relevant significations suffer. Such factors as ill association, 
adverse placement, combustion, debilitation, retrogression and 
adverse lordship must all be considered. 

Principles of onset and outcome of disease 

Only a brief mention is being made here of the basic principles 
that govern the onset and outcome of disease. These principles 
will be used in the subsequent sections of the text. While 
primarily it will be the Vimshottari dasha that will be.used to 
highlight the various principles, the Yogini and the Chara dashas 
will also be used at appropriate places. The principles governing ‘ 
the use of all these arc being mentioned below. 
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Vimsbottari dasba rf Parasbara: For this as well as any other 
dasha, it is important to realise that the lagna and the lagna lord 
indicate the body. Planets adversely disposed to a particular lagna 
or its lord produce adverse results in respect of health of the 
native. It is important, as already indicated, to work out the MD, 
AD and PD in all cases. 

1. Dasba of functional maUfics’. Planets behave as functional 
malefics or functional benefics depending upon the lagna. 
Planets which are functionally malefic tend to disturb 
health. Namral benefics can behave as malefics when they 
own adverse houses. 

Natural malefics may be functionally and positionally 
benefic in their effect. However, if they are functionally 
malefic too, or associated wth other natural or functional 
malefics, they behave adversely. 

2. Affliction of dasba lords'. If the dasha lords are functionally 
malefic and, in addition, associated with or aspected by 
natural or functional malefics, their maleficence gets 
aggravated. 

3. Role of the Trik bouses / Trik lords'. Dashas of planets 
associated with houses 6, 8 and 12, or their lords, behave 
adversely. When dasha lords are under the influence of Trik 
lords, or are located in Trik houses, their dashas prove 
adverse. These factors will be dealt vrith in greater details 
in another section of this work. 

4. Link with the lagna / lagna lord'. When adverse dasha lords 
get linked, through association or aspect, with the lagna or 
the lagna lord, the disease produced is more intense since 
the auction is directly transmitted to the lagna and its lord 
both of which represent the body of the native. 

5. The Rahu-Ketu Axis: Falling on the dasha lords, the RKA 
is an adverse influence on these lords and helps increase the 
intensity of disease. 

6. Affliction in the divisional charts: If affliction persists in the 
Navamsha, Drekkana as well as the Dwadashamsha, the 
adverse results are confirmed. 

7. Mrityu Bhaga: A less well appreciated area in medical 
astrology is the location of a planet at a certain adverse 
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degree in a given sign. Such a planet is considered to be 
in what is known as the Mrityu Bhaga (MB). Planets in 
MB have adverse influence on health. This will also be 
discussed separately. 

8. Some other subtle factors-. Certain other subtle ominous 
factors like the twenty-second Drekkana, sixty-fourth 
Navamsha and the sarpa Drekkanas, etc, will also find a 
separate mention. 

9. Protective influences'. It is important to identify the 
protecting factors in the form of benefics located in the 
kendras and trikonas, malefics in houses 3, 6, 11, and the 
strength of the lagna / lagna lord. A mildly adverse dasha 
in a disease-prone horoscope may produce a serious illness. 
Even a highly malefic dasha may only produce a mild illness 
in a horoscope which has strong inherent protection. 

10. The dasha order-. It is essential to see what is known as the 
subsequent dasha. For example, 

(i) Good dasha followed by bad dasha: Need for caution. 

(ii) Bad dasha followed by good dasha: Recovery. 

(iii) Bad dasha followed by bad dasha: Prolongation of 
illness; complications. 

(iv) Bad dasha followed by bad dasha, followed by another 
bad dasha: No recovery possible. 

Yogirti dasha : In the thirty-six years cycle of Yo^ni dasha, eight 
Yoginis operate. They are alternately favourable and unfavourable. 
The results produced by their lords may be analysed considering 
them as the lords of the houses they own. The various Yoginis 
have their lords, and duration of their dasha in years, as follows: 


1. 

Mangala 

Moon 

1 

year 

2. 

Pingala 

Sun 

2 

years 

3. 

Dhanya 

Jupiter 

3 

years 

4. 

Bhramari 

Mars 

4 

years 

5. 

Bhadrika 

Mercury 

5 

years 

6. 

Ulka 

Saturn 

6 

years 

7. 

Siddha 

Venus 

7 

years 

8. 

Sankata 

Rahu/Ketu 

8 

years 
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Thus when the Mangala dasha is operating, it may be 
considered as the dasha of the Moon, and so on. The analysis 
must be made according to the same principles as applicable to 
Vimshottari dasha. In case of Yogini dasha, calculating the MD 
and AD usually suffices. 

Chara Dasha of Jaimini : Here again the MD and AD need to 
be worked out. As already stated, Jaimini dashas are rashi dashas. 
Jaimini dashas must be analysed along with the Jaimini karakas. 
Each rashi whose dasha is operating must be considered as the 
lagna, and the various houses and their lords must be considered 
from this rashi taken as the lagna. The periods of ill health 
usually coincide with: 

1. Dasha of the sixth, eighth or twelfth house from the lagna 
or the AK. 

2. Dasha of the sixth or eighth from the Sun or Venus. 

3. Dasha of the rashi falling in the fourth house (trikona of 
the eighth house!). 

4. Eighth rashi from the lagna Navamsha or the AK Navamsha, 

5. Dasha of rashi inhabited by or aspected by the GK. 

6. MD/AD in 6/8 relationship. 

7. MD and AD of rashis afflicted by malefic association or 
aspect in the rashi chart or in the vargas. 

8. Dasha of a rashi having a planet in MB, or a planet qualifying 
as ominous on other counts Uke the lordship of the twenty- 
second Drekkana or the sixty-fourth Navamsha, etc. 

Transits to clinch the timing 

The dasha systems of Vedic astrology are so perfect and reliable 
that the finer divisions of any of the standard dashas (the 
Vimshottari , the Yogini , the Chara, etc.) can help clinch the 
timing of an event extremely accurately. There is, however, 
always some problem in recording the exact birth time so that 
mistakes are likely when very fine divisions (as, e.g., the 
Sookshma and the Prana dashas of the Vimshottari system) are 
worked out. In routine use, therefore, one generally has to refy 
on the MD, AD and PD only. Some mistakes also arise when 
different ayanamsha values are used. The most dependable 
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ayanamsha has been found to be the Chitrapaksha, and that is 
the one being employed in the present text. 

In order to narrow down the timing of an event or even to 
confirm the likelihood of an event, Vedic astrologers make use 
of Gochara or planetary transits. The subject of transits is a 
complete subject in its own right. Planets during their transits 
over sensitive points of the horoscope activate those areas to 
produce varying results depending upon the inherent indications 
in the horoscopic chart. The most important point to be borne 
in mind is the appreciation of the fact that transits indicate the 
precipitation of an event that is promised in the birth chan. 
Transits thus work within the limits of an individual’s horoscopic 
chart. What is not provided in the birth horoscope does not 
happen whatever the transits. Besides, transits go on but they 
produce results only when the dashas indicate the happening of 
an event. Transits are thus subservient to the dashas. 

Several methods of applying transits’. There are several ways in 
which planetary transits can be analysed. In medical astrology, 
an important point to consider is the transits of natural malefics 
over such sensitive areas as: 

- The cusp of the lagna 

- The lagna lord 

- The Moon 

- The dasha lords 

- The eighth house 

- Exact degree of longitude of a malefic in the natal chart 

- Weak houses in Bhinnashataka varga and Sarvashtaka varga 

Transit of the Moon is important in the sense that the Moon 
indicates the day an event occurs. The Moon’s transit pves the 
closest timing. 

Transits over the various houses may be considered from the 
Moon as well as the lagna. Transits considered from the lagna 
appear to gjve more dependable results. Some people consider 
transits of planets through sensitive nakshatras also. 

A very reliable method of planetary transits is the use of the 
Varshaphala or the Vedic annual chart. This gives a very clear 
indicarion of events likely to occur during a particular year of 
a native’s life. This subtle method of transit needs an 
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understanding of the special rules applicable to an annual chart. 
For an elaborate account of Vedic annual horoscopy, the reader 
is referred to ‘A Textbook of Varshaphala’ by the author. 

An Illustration 

It is pertinent to briefly discuss a horoscopic chart here and apply 
the above mentioned principles. Let us examine chart T12 step 
by step. It may be noted that Jaimini aspects are considered when 
the Jaimini karakas are referred to. 

Rashi chart: The Moon is the only benefic in a kendra (the 
lagna). The lagna lord is retrograde, involved in the RKA and 
aspected by the sixth lord Mercury. There is no effective benefic 
aspect on the lagna or the lagna lord. The eighth lord is placed 
in the adverse sixth with a retrograde planet and the eighth lord 
receives the aspect of Saturn and Mars. 

Considering the Jaimini karakas, the AK (Mercury) is involved 
in the RKA, while the lagna is aspected by the GK (Jupiter) from 
the eighth house. 

Divisional charts : In the Navamsha, the lagna lord is located in 
the adverse twelfth house and there are no benefics in kendras 
or trikonas. The AK (Mercury) is aspected by the eighth lord 
Mars. The second house is grossly afflicted. 

In the Drekkana, Saturn aspects the lagna, and the lagna lord 
occupies the second house with a malefic Mars. The AK remains 
in the RKA aspected by the maraka Mars and the sixth lord 
Venus. 

In the Dwadashamsha, the lagna and the lagna lord are not 
afflicted. The lord of the second house is located in the eighth 
associated with Saturn and aspected by Mars. The AK is afflicted 
in the eighth house by Saturn, Mars and GK (Jupiter). 

In the Trimshamsha, the benefics Venus and Jupiter are located 
in the sixth and the eighth respectively. The lagna lord is 
debilitated in the seventh house in the RKA whereas the Sun 
and Mars afflict the 4/10 axis. The AK (Mercury) is debilitated 
and afflicted by the Sun, Mars and the RKA. 

The horoscopic chart thus has an inherent promise for illness. 
Only an appropriate adverse dasha and transit would precipitate 
the illness. 
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Sometime since 1990, when he was running the Rahu-Sun 
dasha, the native developed cancer of the posterior one-third of 
the tongue. Rahu involves the retrograde lagna lord while the 
Sun is the lord of the eighth house placed in the adverse sixth 
house, in the eighth from the MD lord Rahu. This indicates the 
onset of a prolonged or incurable illness. When MD/AD lords are 
placed in mutual 6/8 positions, the period generally proves adverse. 

According to the Yogini dasha, it was the period of Sankata, 
which means Rahu again. The Chara dasha of Jaimini was Karka 
which is aspected by the RKA, retrograde Saturn and Mars. 

The influence of Rahu thus predominates. Rahu is in the 
eighth house of the Navamsha, the twelfth of Dwadashamsha 
and the seventh (involving the lagna/seventh axis) of the 
Trimshamsha. 

Jupiter MD started on Nov 5, 1992. The MD/AD of Jupiter- 
Jupiter lasted till Nov. 24, 1994. Since then, the native has been 
runmng Jupiter-Satum. The MD/AD/PD of Jupiter-Satum- 
Venus operates from Nov. 21, 1995 to April 23, 1996. Jupiter 
(MD) occupies the adverse eighth house aspected by Mars and 
a retrograde Saturn. Saturn (AD) is the retrograde lagna lord 
involved in the RKA, aspected by the sixth lord Mercury, and 
aspecting the lagna. Venus (PD) is a retrograde planet associated 
with the eighth lord and located in the sixth house. The MD, 
AD and PD lords remain afflicted in the Navamsha also. In the 
Drekkana, Jupiter owns the eighth house which is the formidable 
twenty-second Drekkana. In the Dwadashamsha, Jupiter owns the 
eighth house, Saturn occupies the eighth house, while Venus 
owns the sixth house, all adverse. Similarly, in the Trimshamsha, 
Jupiter occupies the eighth house, Saturn owns the sixth house 
and Venus, aspected by Saturn, occupies the sixth house. 

Yogini dasha (MD) of Pingala (Sun) operates from April 20, 
1995 to April 20, 1997. The Sun is the eighth lord afflicted in 
the sixth house. It is located in the house of Saturn in the 
Navamsha, and debilitated in the sbcth in the Drekkana as well 
as the Dwadashamsha, in the latter in the RKA also. 

Chara dasha of Mithuna-Kumbha operates from Feb. 1995 to 
Jan. 1996. Mithuna coincides with the sixth from the lagna, and 
is inhabited by the Sim and retrograde Venus. Kumbha contains 
the malefic Mars. This will be followed by Mithuna-Makara 
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making the MD/AD fall in the adverse 6/8 relationship. Makara 
is also eighth from the Sun as well as Venus. In the Navamsha, 
Mithuna falls in the fourth from the Moon. This coincides v/ith 
the dreaded sixty-fourth Navamsha. Mithuna is also afflicted in 
the Drekkana, the Dwadashamsha as well as the Trimshamsha. 

It wll thus be seen that all the operating dashas are adverse 
and promise no relief. The promise indicated by one dasha only 
confirms that of the others. Let us now consider transits. 

Transits of maizes: Saturn has remained in Kumbha most of 
the time during 1995. This is the ending phase of the Sade-sati, 
the seven and a half years period of Saturn’s transit on and around 
the natal Moon. From the second house, Saturn transits the natal 
Mars, aspects the natal Saturn and also aspects the eighth house. 

Mars was in Simha, the adverse eighth house, at the beginning 
of 1995. By the end of the year, it is transiting the lagna as well 
as the Moon, again adverse. 

The Varsbaphala: The annual chart or the Varshaphala for the 
fortieth year of the native begins operating from June 26, 1995, 
Monday, at 21h 19m 36s (1ST). The Varsha lagna is Makara 
which is the same as the lagna of the natal chart. This is a highly 
adverse factor, also termed as the Dwi-janma year, particularly 
when even the cusp of the annual lagna falls within one degree 
of the natal lagna. The condition of the native has markedly 
deteriorated since the beginning of his fortieth year, and the 
deterioration has been progressive despite appropriate treatment 
with chemotherapy and radiotherapy. Complications like 
bleeding from the growth have occurred frequently, particularly 
during December 1995. The Muntha, which is the natal lagna 
in transit, falls in the adverse fourth house while the Muntha 
lord Mars falls in another adverse house, the eighth. No distinct 
benefic yogas (the special yogas of Varshaphala!) obtain in the 
chart, indicating little relief from the fell disease. 
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Tbree-eytd Lord, I salute Thee. BejewUed by the Crescent Moon, 

I salute Thee. Take me tn Your protection. O’ fierce-eyed 
Mahadeva! I salute Thee. 

Narada Purana, Uttara 55/19 

T he houses six, eight and twelve are labelled as the Trik 
houses of the horoscope. These houses portend evil. Their 
lords also indicate adverse happenings. These houses are 
particularly adverse in relation to health. In a horoscopic chart 
where proneness to ill health exists, one should carefully watch 
the dashas and antardashas of: 

(i) Occupants of Trik houses. 

(ii) Lords of Trik houses. 

(iii) Associates of Trik houses. 

(iv) Planets aspected by Trik lords. 

Placement of the Moon in any of these houses in the natal chart 
is an indication of Balarishta or ill health during early childhood. 

Sbcth House 

The sixth house signifies disease in general. It also indicates 
wounds, accidents, injuries and surreal operations. In addition, 
it concerns itself with kidney and ureter, small and large 
intestine, tuberculosis, phlegmatic illness, poisoning, eruptive 
diseases and diseases of the eye. Resistance to disease is also 
judged from the sixth house. The dasha of the sixth lord may 
cause death also. 
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Scars, wounds or injury : Lord of the sixth house, associated with 
a malefic, and located in the lagna or the sixth or the eighth 
house, causes injury to the part of the body signified by the sixth 
house. j 

Note: Site of injury depends upon the nature of the sixth lord, i 

E.g., ■ 

Sun as 6L in lagna or 8H : Injury to the head. 

Moon as 6L in lagna or 8H : Injury to the mouth. ! 

Mars as 6L in lagna or 8H : Injury to the throat/neck. | 

Mercury as 6L in lagna or 8H : Injury to the navel. I 

Jupiter as 6L in lagna or 8H : Injury to the nostril. | 

Venus as 6L in lagna or 8H : Injury to the eye or back. j 

Saturn as 6L in lagna or 8H : Injury to feet. | 

Rahu or Ketu as 6L in lagna or 8H : Injury to the lower i 

lip/abdomen. 

Sixth or eighth lords in lagna: Lords of the sixth or the eighth 
in the lagna gjve rise to proneness to ill health. Conjunction 
of the lords of the sixth and the eighth in the lagna in association 
with different planets produces different ailments as indicated 
below: 

Sixth lord and eighth lord in lagna 

- In association with the Sun: Fever from abscess. 

- In association with the Moon: Phlegmatic illness. 

- In association with Mars: Wound from weapon/surgical knife. ! 

- In association with Mercury. Biliary disease. 

- In association with Jupiten Freedom from disease. 

-In association vdth Venus: Diseases arising out of sexual union. 

- In association with Saturn: Windy complaints, joint pains. 

- In association with Rahu: Injury around the navel. 

- In association with Ketu: Fear of confinement. 

Eighth House 

The eighth house is considered as the most evil house. Being 
twelfth from the ninth, it indicates loss of ‘Bhagya’. It thus 
signifies all sorts of miseries and obstacles. It is the house of 
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longevity. Therefore, it indicates the extent of longevity or the 
time of death. Planets which occupy this house suffer damage. 
Planets which associate with the lord of this house or get 
aspected by its lord also suffer damage. The lord of the eighth 
house spoils the houses that it inhabits and aspects. 

In matters of health, the eighth house stands for chronicity, 
incurability, complications and death. It also concerns itself with 
amputations, external genitalia, secret disease, affliction to face, 
and diseases which leave their residual effects. Different planets, 
by their occupation of the eighth house, indicate different modes 
of death. 

Span of life'. A few indications of the span of life involving the 
eighth house are as follows: 

- Saturn in the eighth house: Long life. 

- 'Saturn associated with or aspected by eighth lord: Long life. 

- Eighth lord in the eighth house: Long life. 

- Eighth lord assodated with a benefic in the eleventh house: 
Long life. 

- Eighth lord with lagna lord in sixth or twelfth house: Long 
Ufe. 

- Afflicted eighth lord in sbeth or twelfth house: Short life. 

- Eighth lord with Ketu in the lagna: Short life. 

- A malefic eighth lord in eleventh house: Short life. 

- Weak and afflicted eighth lord: Short life. 

Cause of death : The various planets by owning or occupying the 
eighth house indicate the cause of death as follows: 


Sun : 

Fire, bums. 

Moon : 

Water, drowning. 

Mars : 

Sword, weapon, operations. 

Mercury : 

Febrile illness. 

Jupiter : 

Imbalance of the three ‘Doshas’, the Vaata, 
the Pitta and the Kapha. 

Venus : 

Starvarion, lack of nutrition. 

Saturn : 

Thirst, dehydration. 

Note: This has 

also been hinted at earlier. 


*3HjdxrLxraljcjaJ. 




55 


Special mal^ence of the eighth house : The eighth house has been 
described as the most malefic house of a horoscope. While there 
are certain positive aspects of this house also, in matters of health 
and disease this house is certainly adverse. Classics mention of 
the chhidra grahas or planets which impart vulnerability. All the 
chhidra grahas have something to do with the eighth house or 
the eighth lord. They are as follows: 

(a) Lord of the eighth house. 

(b) Occupant of the eighth house. 

(c) Planet aspecting the eighth house. This means that a planet 
without its direct association with the eighth house or eighth 
lord can attain blemish by merely casting an aspect on the 
eighth house. This is an important principle which clarifies 
that an aspecting planet is itself influenced by the house (or the 
planet!) it aspects. 

(d) Owner of the twenty-second Drekkana from the lagna: This 
is the Drekkana that falls exactly in the eighth house from 
the lagna. 

(e) Associate of the eighth lord. 

(f) Owner of the sixty-fourth Navamsha from that occupied by 
the Moon: This is the Navamsha that falls exactly in the 
eighth house from the natal Moon. 

Note-. This as well as the twenty-second Drekkana find a 
special mention in a separate section. 

(g) The bitter enemy (Adhi-Shatm) of the eighth lord: The lord 
of the eighth house must be strong and well placed for sound 
health and long life. The bitter enemy of the eighth lord 
can cause death and disease in its dasha. 

The chhidra grahas are the planets which cause illness and 
disturb health during their dasha periods. The strongest of them 
may cause death during its dasha. 

Twelfth House 

The twelfth house signifies loss. It indicates loss of finances as 
well as loss of health. This house as well as its lord can attain 
maraka nature or death-inflicting capability. This house deals 
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with physical illness, disturbed sleep, exhaustion, tiredness, 
mental imbalance, hospitalisation, left eye, feet and death. 

Maraka capabiRty of the twfib bouse ; The twelfth house and 
its lord may play a significant role in causing or effecting death, 
particularly through their interaction with other appropriate 
house lords. Some of such maraka dashas are indicated below. 

(i) Dasha of a maraka (i.e., lord of the second or the seventh) 
and AD of the sixth, the eighth or the twelfth lord. 

(ii) Malefic second or twelfth lords considered from the natal 
Moon. 

(iii) AD of the second lord in die MD of the twelfth lord, or 
the AD of the twelfth lord in the MD of the second lord. 

(iv) Dasha of the twelfth lord which is under the aspect or 
,, association of the second lord. 

(v) MD of the second lord, and AD of the planets vdiich occupy 
the twelfth house, at the same time receiving the aspect of 
the twelfth lord. 

(vi) MD of the twelfth lord and AD of the malefics occup)ing 
the twelfth house. 

(\ii) MD and AD of malefics in the second house associated with 
the twelfth lord. 

Note: 

(a) In general, when the lord of the second house or occupants 
of the second house on the one hand, and the lord of the 
twelfth house or occupants of the twelfth house on the other, 
particularly when they are malefic, have their mutual MD 
and AD, they can cause death or disease. 

(b) Mutual MD and AD of planets owning or occupying the 
s'lxth and the eighth houses can also cause death. 

(c) Malefics located in any of the sbcth or the eighth or the 
twelfth houses can cause death during their own MD and 
AD. 

(d) Mention of the role of Trik houses as well as their lords 
and occupants in inflicting death should not lead the reader 
to ignore the main or the primary marakas. They are the 
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lords and occupants of the second and the seventh houses. 
Planets which arc associated with the lords of the second 
and the seventh houses also become marakas. 

(e) It must be kept in mind that a maraka does not cause death 
during the AD of a bcnefic which is associated with it. It 
can, however, kill during the AD of an unrelated malefic. 

(f) Death can occur occa^onally during the MD/AD of malefics 
which have nothing to do with the maraka houses or maraka 
lords. Saturn and Rahu can assume such a maraka role. 

It is appropriate now to give a few illustradons to indicate 
the role of the Trik houses or their lords. It will be seen that 
it is not possible to totally isolate one affliction in any one chart. 
Often multiple afflictions work together to produce an illness. 
Further, there must be an inherent susceptibility in the chart 
to allow the afflicted dashas to precipitate their results. 

Eighth bouse indicates suffering, illness : While the sixth house 
is actually the house for disease in general, it wU be seen that 
the eighth house and its lord are no less frequently the culprits. 

Chart ll-l shows the lagna lord, the Moon, located in the 
adverse eighth house producing a typical Balarishta. It is 
involved in the RKA and, in addition, suffers from the aspect 
of a debilitated Mars from the lagna. However, if one carefully 
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observes the placement of the Sun and the Moon, the reason 
for the native surviving this affliction is obvious. The Sun in 
the second house indicates a night birth; the Moon in the 
seventh from Sun, moving away from the Sun toward a position 
of full Moon, still being in the phase of shukla-paksha, indicates 
a strong Arishta-Bhanga or cancellation of Balarishta. As already 
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mentioned, the Moon in the eighth house for a night birth and 
Shukla-paksha protects the child like the Mother Goddess. 

Multiple afflictions of the eighth house, however, tend to 
produce varied ailments. Mars and the RKA influencing the 
eighth house generally lead to perianal inflammations like 
fissures, fistulae and haemorrhoids (piles). In women there 
generally occur menstrual disturbances and miscarriages. The 
native underwent a hysterectomy (operation involving the 
removal of uterus) in June 1988 in the MD/AD/PD of Sat-Sat- 
Mars. Saturn is the lord of the eighth house aspected by a 
retrograde sixth lord Jupiter. Mars (PD) is a debilitated natural 
malefic aspecting the eighth house. Saturn has a special 
propensity to cause trouble as it qualifies for specially ominous 
function in the Navamsha and the Drekkana charts. In the 
Navamsha it owns the fourth house from the Moon, and in the 
Drekkana the eighth house from the lagna. These factors will 
be considered in greater details in a separate chapter. In the 
Navamsha, Saturn as the sixth lord exchanges houses with the 
eighth lord Mars. Mutual dashas of sixth and eighth lords are 
adverse for health. The situation somewhat improves in the 
Dwadashamsha. It will be seen that Jupiter aspects or associates 
with the lagna or the lagna lord in all the divisional charts 
considered here, indicating a strong propensity toward recovery. 

The Yogini dasha during this period was Dhanya-Bhramari, 
equivalent to Jup-Mars, again highlighting the role of a 
retrograde sixth lord, under a mutual aspect with the eighth lord, 
and that of a debilitated Mars. According to the Chara dasha 
of Jaimini, it was Dhanu-Makara, the MD being the sixth from 
the lagna, and the AD sbeth firom the AK, the Sun as well as 
Venus. The AD (Makara) is additionally aspected by the malefics 
Ketu and the Sun, as also the GK (Mercury). 

Tweftb is suffering too: The native mentioned above had to 
undergo another surgical operation in Feb 1991, this time for 
haemorrhoids (piles) and a fissure. The Vimshottari dasha was 
Sat-Merc-Rahu. The AD lord Mercury owns the twelfth house 
and lies in the RKA with the Sun and a retrograde Venus. Rahu 
(PD) in the eighth house qualifies for causing suffering and 
operative treatment. Mercur)' owns the twelfth house in the 
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Dreickana as well as the Dwadashamsha charts; it gets aspected 
in the Navamsha by the twelfth lord as well as the sixth lord. 
This period, according to the Yogini dosha, coincided with 
Bhramari-Bhramari (equivalent to Mars-Mars). According to 
the Chora dosha, it was Vrischika-Karka, one aspected by Mars 
and the other occupied by it. 


Mars-Ketu in Eighth house: miscarriaga: As mentioned above, 
combined influence of Man and the RKA on the eighth house 
leads to miscarriages and similar problems. This is particularly 
so when Man occupies .the eighth house. If Ketu is also in the 
eighth house, \arulence of Man gets exacerbated since Ketu too 
behaves like Man. 


In chart II-2, a retrograde Jupiter, aspected by Saturn from 
the seventh house, occupies the lagna. Man and Ketu occupy 
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the eighth house. Placement of the eighth lord Mercury in the 
sixth house indicates the likelihood of illness during the dasha 
of the eighth lord. The native developed multiple fibroids in 
the uterus, had multiple miscarriages, and eventually needed 
surgical removal of her uterus which was done on Oct 28, 1992, 
in the Vtmshottan dasha of Merc-Ven-Mars. Mercury (MD) owns 
the ominous Drekkana and Navamsha, and is afficted in the 
divisional charts either because of adverse location or association. 
Venus, under the aspect of Saturn in the rashi chart, is the 
debilitated lord of the eighth in the Navamsha. 

The Yogini dasha operating at the time of surgery was 
Bhramari-Ulka, equivalent to Mars-Sat. Saturn is weak, afflicted 
and concerned with the lagna in all the divisional charts. 

The Chara dasha was Vrischika-Mesha (July 1992 to May 
1993). The MD/AD are 1/8 from each other. Vrischika is in the 
sixth from the Sun as well as the AK. Mesha is aspected by the 
GK (the retrograde Jupiter) as well as Saturn. 
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Strong lagna; major /fiction; narrow escape : Mutual dashas of 
the sixth and the eighth lords, or planets occupying these adverse 
houses, cause serious health problems. When these problems are 
further compounded by additional afflictions like the influence 
of retrograde planets, the afflictions become serious and life- 
threatening. The only escape under such situations lies in the 
strength of the lagna and the lagna lord. 

Chart II-3 belongs to a lady who suffered from cancer of her 
right kidney. The affected kidney was surgically removed in June 
1992, in the Vimshottari dosha of Merc-Sat-Mars. She has 
recovered since. Mercury, the retrograde lord of the sixth house, 
despite being a benefic located in a kendra, provides no 
protection. We shall discuss the role of retrograde planets in 
a subsequent narration. Saturn is also retrograde, associated with 
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another retrograde pla/iet Jupiter. Mars, the lagna lord as well 
as the eighth lord, is aspected by retrograde Jupiter. In this chart, 
the sixth and eighth lords as well as the retrograde planets are 
operating together. 

In Yogini dosha, it was Bhramari-Bhadrika (Feb 16, 1992 to . 
July 7, 1992), equivalent to Mars-Merc, again the eighth and 
the sixth lords respectively. 

In the Chora dosha, it was Tula-Tula (Oct 1991 to July 1992). 
Tula is cither afflicted by the RKA or by the GK (Moon) in all 
the divisional charts. It may be noted that, in general, in the Chora 
dosha scheme, the AD of a rashi in its own MD tends to prove adverse 
for health. 


Strong lagna and lagna lord : The lagna in the above chart is 
fortified by the placement of the lagna lord Mars there. Mars 
occupies its own house in the Navamsha, associates with a 
strong Jupiter in the Drekkana, and gets exalted in the 
Dwadashamsha. The lagna lord is thus strong in all the vaigas. 


*3HjdxrLxraljcjaJ. 3h.iLLh.S. 



















64 


In all the vargas, Jupiter either influences the lagna or the lagna 
lord or both. 

Subsequent dosha gives clue to recovery : Surgery in the above case 
was performed in the MD/AD of Merc-Sat. This was foUowed 
by a change in the MD when Ketu took over from Mercury. 
Ketu occupies the eleventh house in the rashi and the Navamsha, 
and the third house in the Drekkana and the Dwadashamsha. 
It has been stated earlier that maleflcs located in houses 3, 6 
and 11 protect against ill health. The dasha of a protective Ketu 
operates soon after the surgical treatment of the patient. It is 
important to take note of the subsequent dasha since this decides 
whether a disease wdD be cured or prolonged. 

Ajfliction; no protection; no escape; Unless the lagna lord is 
exceptionally strong, major afflictions may culminate in death 
during adverse dashas. In chart II-4, the eighth lord Saturn 
occupies the lagna while a weak lagna lord (located at the 
junctional region of the two rashis) receives the aspects of Mars 
as well as a retrograde sixth lord Jupiter. In all the divisional 
charts, the Moon, the lagna lord of the rashi chart, is under 
adverse influences. The natal lagna is not only occupied by 
maleflcs but also hemmed between maleflcs. 

The owner of this chart developed a malignant disease 
(rhabdomyosarcoma of the pharynx), a form of ‘throat cancer’, 
sometime during the MD of Saturn, the lord of the eighth house 
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occupying the lagna. 

The disease progressed, caused erosion of the major vessels 
of the neck and led to his death on March 24, 1970, in the 
MD/AD/PD of Sat-Jup-Rahu. Jupiter, the AD lord, retrograde, 
owns the adverse sixth house and aspects both the lagna and 
the lagna lord. 
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Yogini dosha of Sankata-Dhanya (Rahu-Jup) indicates similar 
situation. In Chora dosha, Meena-Mithuna operated. Mithuna 
(AD) is occupied by the GK (Mercury) which is retrograde, and 
associated with another retrograde planet Venus which owns the 
eighth house, and wth the Sun which owns the sixth house 
from Meena (MD). 


Eighth house significant in Navamsha tooi The Navamsha must 
be considered as more subtle and more significant of the 
divisional charts. The MD/AD/PD of Sat-Jup-Rahu all involve 
the eighth house of the Navamsha. 

Subsequent dosha unhelpful'. The subsequent dasha in the 
Vimshottaii scheme in the above chart would have been the MD 
of Mercury which is the retrograde twelfth lord associated with 
another retrograde planet as well as with a malefic, the Sun. 
It would be the conjunction of the twelfth lord with the second 
lord, in the twelfth house, a potent maraka combination. If the 
subsequent dasha does not promise relief, the disease-producing 
dasha offers no respite. 


Eighth house in Navamsha; another illustration’. Another ex¬ 
ample of the eighth house in Navamsha is seen in chart ITS. 
The native was diagnosed to have pulmonary tuberculosis, 
almost completely involving her left lung, in August 1995 when 
she was running the MD/AD/PD of Moon-Ven-Rahu. The 
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Moon is afflicted by Ketu, generally an indication for chest 
infections if other indications exist. Venus is the twelfth lord 
associating with the third lord, the Sun; the, third house also 
indicates part of the upper chest; retrograde Saturn, the eighth 
lord in the sixth house, further afflicts the third house by its 
tenth aspect. Rahu as representative of Venus (whose house it 
occupies) and Saturn (whom it normally represents), receives the 
aspect of a debilitated sixth lord Mairs. The Mars, Venus and Rahu 
all occupy the eighth house in the Navamsha chart. 

According to the Yogini dasha, she was running Bhadrika- 
Bhadrika (Mere-Mere). Mercury as the lagna lord occupies the 
adverse twelfth house and receives the aspect of a retrograde 
eighth lord Saturn from the sixth house. In the Navamsha too. 
Mercury is aspected by Saturn. 

The Chara dasha was Vrischika-Vrisha involving the 6/12 axis 
in the ra^ chart and 2/8 axis in the Navamsha. Vrisha (AD) 
falls in the eighth house in the Navamsha. It harbours the lagna 
lord which is also the eighth lord and the AK, the Moon which 
is the GK, and also Rahu. 

Overcrowding of the eighth house ; disease proneness : Placement 
of several planets in the eighth house makes one prone to 
develop multiple or chronic ailments. In chart IT6, four planets, 
including the lords of the sixth and the twelfth houses as well 
as two malefics, the Sun and Mars, occupy the eighth house. 

The native underwent cholecystectomy (removal of the gall 
bladder, for gallstones) on Feb 25, 1983 in the Vimshottari dasha 
of Ven-Merc-Rahu. Both Venus and Mercury (MD and AD) 
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occupy the eighth house; the dispositor of Rahu, the Sun, also 
occupies the eighth house. This coincided with Sankata-Ulka 
(Rahu-Sat) ofYogini dosha. Saturn (AD) is aspected by the eighth 
lord, the Moon. In the Chora dosha, it was Dhanu-Vrisha which 
are mutually 6/8. Dhanu (MD) is aspected by the GK, the Moon, 
while Vrisha is aspected by the conglomeration of planets in the 
eighth house. Dhanu is often the dasha for injury or operation. 

Later in 1983, the native had surgery for appendicitis. This 
happened during the MD/AD/PD of Ven-Mcir-Jup. The PD 
lord is aspected by the twelfth lord Mars from the eighth house. 
It was agsun Sankata-Ulka (Rahu-Sat) of Yogini dasha. 

In Oct 1987, when the native was running Sun-Jup-Rahu, 
equivalent to Pingala-Sankata (Sun-Rahu) of the Yogini, and 
Vrischika-Tula of the Chara dasha, he was detected to have 
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cancer of the right lung (upper lobe) for which he was operated. 
The eighth house of chronidty and serious ill health is fully in 
operation. Vrischika (MD in Chara dasha) is aspected by the 
planets accumulated in the eighth house. 

In Aug. 1992, in the Moon-Rahu-Rahu period, the native 
died of disseminated disease which spread to his backbone. The 
Moon (MD) happens to be the eighth lord. This coincided with 
Bhramari-Ulka (Mars-Sat), and with Vrischika-Meena. Vrischika, 
as has been mentioned above is aspected by the conglomeration 
in the eighth house. Meena (AD) harbours the eighth lord, the 
Moon, which also happens to be the GK. 

More tnalefics in the eighth house : Compare chart II-6 with chart 
IT7. In the former, there are two malefics with two natural 
benefics, in the sign of the Moon. In the latter, the eighth 
house is far more severely afflicted, \dth the Sun, Mars and Rahu 
joining there in the sign of Mars; the only benefic located with 
them is Venus which is functionless. This is a highly incendiary 
combination which, according to the Jaimini system, receives the 
additional aspect of the sixth lord Saturn from the twelfth house. 
Mars, the MK, is also severely afflicted. The native suffered from 
bilateral breast cancer which was discovered in Aug. 1990, in 
Sat-Rahu-Merc. Saturn (MD) is the sixth lord in the twelfth 
house, Rahu is in the eighth house vtith Mars and the Sun, and 
Mercury is the lagna lord aspected by the sixth lord Saturn from 
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the twelfth house. She underwent surgery on both sides followed 
by radiation and chemotherapy, but did not sur\nve long. Her 
end came in March 1993 in the MD/AD/PD of Sat-Jup-Ven. 
Jupiter here is the debilitated lord of the fourth house. 

Bhramari-Siddha (Mars-Ven) operated from July 1992 to 
May 1993, during which period the death occurred. Mars and 
Venus have been already described as being located in the eighth 
house. In the Chora dosha scheme, it was Mesha-Meena. Mesha 
(MD) is agsun the eighth from the lagna, inhabited by so many 
malefics, aspected by Saturn, the sixth lord located in the twelfth 
house. 

Congenital illness : Dasha at birth". It is natural to assume that 
if a child is bom with a highly adverse dasha operating at the 
time of birth, given his proneness to illness, he is likely to suffer 
from a congenital illness. 

Chart II-8 belongs to a child bom with congenital defects 
like an exomphalos minor (a hernia of the upper abdominal 
wall), with tricuspid atresia and a large atrial septal defect 
(congenital anomalies of the heart). The lagna is constricted by 
malefics while a retrograde lagna lord is afflicted in the seventh 
house. The Sun, the karaka for heart as well as upper abdomen 
is located in the sixth house in association with a debilitated 
Moon and aspected by two retrograde planets, the sbeth lord 
Mars and a maraka Jupiter. 

While proneness to ill health is inherent in the chart, she 
was also bom in an adverse Vimshottari dasha of Sat-Moon-Jup. 
Saturn (MD) is the eighth lord in the RKA. The Moon (AD) 
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is an afflicted maraka in the sixth house. Jupiter (PD) is a 
retrograde maraka (seventh lord) in the RKA, located in a 
maraka (second) house and aspected by the afflicted eighth lord 
Saturn. 

The Yogini dasha at birth was Bhramari-Siddha (Mars-Ven). 
Mars is the adverse sixth lord in the twelfth house. Venus is 
the twelfth lord associating with a retrograde lagna lord in the 
seventh house, getting the eighth aspect of Mars from the 
twelfth house. 

In Ae Chara dasha, it was Mithuna-Vrisha at birth. Mithuna 
(MD) is eighth from the AK (Sun) while Vrisha is occupied by 
a retrograde GK (Mars) and aspected by Saturn and RKA. 

Congenital illness: further role of GK: We see that the opening 
dasha involving the GK has led to congenital illness. Chart IT9 
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is another example of the same. This child was bom with bilateral 
congenital eye disease. She had micro-aneurysms in the retina 
on the right side, and retinal detachment leading to blindness 
on the left side. The karakas for both eyes (the Sun and the 
Moon) as well as the karaka for vision (Venus) are all afflicted. 
She was bom in Jup-Moon-Jup. Jupiter is the afflicted eighth 
lord. The Moon (AD) is the twelfth lord associated with a 
retrograde sixth lord and a natural malefic Saturn. The Yogini 
dosha was that of Bhramari-Sankata (Mars-Rahu). Mars is 
associated wth the eighth lord Jupiter while Rahu is aspected 
by the retrograde sixth lord Saturn. Simha-Kanya operated at 
birth according to the Chora dosha. Kanya (AD) ha^urs the 
GK (Mars) as well as the eighth lord Jupiter. GK aspects Venus, 
the karaka for \nsion. 
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Malefic in the sixth; illness and recovery : It has been repeatedly 
pointed out that malefics in houses 3, 6 and 11 protect against 
ill health. It wiU^owever, be seen that they do tend to cause 
illness during their dashas. But at the same time, they confer 
on the native the capacity to fight back. In other words, malefics 
in these houses enhance the resistance of the native against 
disease. 

Chart II-IO shows Rahu in the sixth house, and Mars and 
Saturn in the eleventh house. A debilitated Sun in the lagna 
and a debilitated Jupiter (a weak benefic) in the fourth (a kendra) 
indicate a proneness to illness at an appropriate moment of time, 
even as the lagna lord is afflicted in the second house by Mars. 
The Navamsha chart does not show much protection either as 
malefics exert their influence both on the lagna as well as a 
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debilitated lagna lord. This lady has been having arthritis 
of multiple joints since 1983. Both her knees are severely 
affected. 

The native, a flourishing medical practitioner, started the MD 
of Rahu from Dec 27,1982. Rahu is in the sixth house aspected 
by the twelfth lord Mercury. The dispositor of Rahu is 
debilitated in the fourth house. Rahu gets afflicted in the 
ditdsional charts also. 

Importance of the sequence ofAD’s : The AD’s in the MD of Rahu 
will be Rahu (upto Sept. 1985; in sixth house, aspected by Mars), 
Jupiter (upto Feb. 1988; debilitated sixth lord in the fourth), 
Saturn (upto Dec. 1990; afflicted by Mars in the eleventh house; 
some resistance against illness because of malefics in the eleventh 
house). Mercury (upto June 1993; twelfth lord in the RKA), Ketu 
(upto July 1994; twelfth house), Venus (upto July 1997; eighth 
lord as well as the lagna lord, aspected by Mars), Sun (upto June 
1998; debilitated in the lagna, aspected by Saturn), Moon (upto 
Dec 1999; unaffliaed in the rashi chart, but afflicted eighth lord 
in the Navamsha), and Mars (upto Dec. 2000; a maraka afflicted 
by association of Saturn). 

It will be seen that all the sub-periods are affliaed to a lesser 
or greater extent. This indicates that there will be no complete 
relief during this period. The native has been finding it extremely 
difficult to walk around because of her arthritis. Various 
methods of treatment have been of no avail. In Rahu-Ven-Mars 
(Jun 1995 to Aug. 1995), she underwent bilateral replacement 
of the knee joints. This has helped her in walking though other 
joints still suffer. Rahu and Venus (MD and AD; sixth house 
and eighth lord) are both under the aspectual influence of the 
maraka Mars (PD) which itself is associated with Saturn. This 
period coincides widi the Simha dasha in the Chara dasha 
scheme. It may be noted that Simha and Dhanu are the dashas 
of injury as well as surgery. It may also be appreciated that when 
the eighth house, the eighth lord and Saturn are involved 
separately or jointly in a dasha scheme, the surgery often involves 
the removal of a limb or an organ of the body, or at least an 
ailment that does not leave the body intact even if it is treated 
or controlled. 
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The Trik houses at a glance 

It may be appropriate here to list the important points in relation 

to the Trik houses. 

1. Sixth house is the house for disease in general. The dasha 
of its lord coincides with disease, injury or operation. 

2. Eighth house indicates suffering which is more severe, 
incurable, fatal or leaves a ‘scari. 

3. Twelfth house also indicates suffering. Varying combinations 
of the sixth, the eighth and the twelfth lords along vrith the 
marakas, produce illness and death during their dashas (i.e., 
MD’s, ad’s and PD’s). 

4. Mars and RKA influencing the eighth house, alone or jointly, 
indicate such aflElictions as miscarriages, piles, peri-anal 
surgery, etc. 

5. When adverse dasha lords are influenced by retrograde 
planets, the suffering is more intense. 

6. A strong lagna is the best protection against adverse periods. 
When the chart is inherently disease-prone, adverse dashas 
Ynay prove fatal. 

7. Many planets accumulating in the eighth house enhance 
proneness to disease. 

8. Malefics accumulating in the eighth house tend to produce 
serious iUness. 

9. Eighth house of the Navamsha is also significant. Its 
significance in the Drekkana will be discussed later. 

10. Subsequent dasha gives clue to recovery fi'om disease. If 
subsequent dasha is unhelpful, recovery eludes the patient. 

11. Adverse dashas (i.e., those of the lords or occupants of the 
sixth, the eighth or the twelfth houses), involring the lagna 
or the lagna lord, and operating at the time of the birth of 
a native, give rise to congenital illness if the chart shows 
proneness to disease. 

12. Malefics in the sixth house protect against ill health. 
Afflicted malefics may not necessarily do so. They will also 
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produce disease as well as resistance against disease during 
their dasha periods. 

13. Sequence of the AD’s and PD’s determines the fluctuations 
that occur in the course of an illness. If several successive 
AD’s in a given adverse MD are adverse, the disease becomes 
chronic or prolonged. 

14. In the Jaimini system, the GK plays the role of the sixth 
lord. 

15. Axlverse rashi dashas are the sixth or eighth from the AK, 
the lagna, the Sun or Venus, as also the rashi harboring the 
GK. 

16. Involvement of the eighth house brings in an element of 
incurability as well as ‘separation’. This may involve surgery 
in which some limb or body organ is removed or amputated. 
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Retrograde Planets 


^^11: <4)4h: I 

^ ^vfNtT VTWIim^ II 

As age ripens, the hair gets grey, the teeth loosen, eyes and ears too 
become debile; only Desire attains strength. 

Naraxla Purana, Poorva 35/21 

T here has been a lot of misunderstanding regarding the role 
of retrograde planets in interpreting a horoscopic chart. 
Many people hold the opinion that retrograde planets acquire 
an element of strength and beneficence. In the Amshayu method 
of calculation of longevity, the age contributed by a retrograde 
planet is trebled while doing the final calculations. Such an exer¬ 
cise of ‘Bharana’ or addition is applicable only to those planets 
which are either exalted or retrograde. Does it then mean that 
a retrograde planet is as strong or important as an exalted planet? 

Retrogression, as mentioned above, is a factor that tends to 
prolong longevity. Any factor that prolongs longevity is supposed 
to confer sound health. In practice, however, it will be seen that 
retrograde planets do not ^vour good health. On the contrary, 
they disturb health. In medical astrology at least, the retrograde 
planets cause health problems during their dasha periods. In 
general, the results produced by retrograde planets are erratic and 
unpredictable. What is certsun is that their results are definitely 
felt. 

Retrograde henefia in kendras: One of the oft repeated dicta of 
astrology is that the placement of benefits in kendras is a strong 
factor promoting sound health. What happens when these 
benefics are retrograde? 
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Chart III-l belongs to a lady who has Kanya lagna with two 
first-rate benefics, Venus and Jupiter, located in the fourth and 
the tenth houses respectively. Jupiter, however, is retrograde here. 
The chart shows some promise of ill health since the lagna lord 
is grossly afflicted in the third house. It b placed in the sign 
of Mars, assodated with Mars, the lord of the eighth house, and 
aspected by a retrograde Saturn, the lord of the sixth house. It 
al^ faUs in the RKA. 

The MD of Jupiter started in Aug 1978 and lasted till Aug 
1994. Jupiter, as we have already noted, is retrograde. In Jup- 
Ven (June 1986 to Feb 1989), she noted a lump in the left 
supraclavicular region. This was biopsied in 1988 and was proved 
to be because of Hodgeldn’s disease, a malignant disease which 
often involves the lymph nodes. Venus (AD) has the only blemish 
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that it is aspected by a retrograde planet. In the Navamsha, Venus 
is the afflicted eighth lord whereas Jupiter ag^n occupies the 
tenth house in its own sign where it attains a fair amount of 
strength. 

The next dasha of Samm, the retrograde sixth lord in the sixth 
house, and itself aspected by a retrograde Jupiter, starts from Aug 
1994. This should be worth watching since this retrograde Saturn 
aspects the already afflicted lagna lord in the third house. 

Sankata (MD) operates from Dec 20, 1989 to Dec 20, 1997. 
This is equivalent to the RKA which involves the lagna lord. 
Rahu’s dispositor Venus is aspected by a retrograde Jupiter. 

In the Chara dasha scheme, Dhanu (MD) operates from Nov 
1989 to Nov 1995. This again is aspected by a retrograde Jupiter 
which happens to be the GK. 

Malefic retrograde lagna lord in lag^\ We have seen earlier that 
retrograde planets do not protect the native against ill health 
when they are located in the kendras. They also tend to transmit 
their adverse results to the planets they aspect. It has been 
repeatedly stressed here that illness results when the lagna and 
the lagna lord suffer affliction. The lagna gains strength when 
it is associated with or aspected by the lagna lord. However, does 
a retrograde lagna lord located in the lagna offer protection to 
the native? Let us see. 

In chart IIT2, Saturn as lord of the Kumbha lagna is located 
in the lagna itself. There are further apparently protective factors 
in the form of three benefics, the Moon, Jupiter and Mercury, 
placed in different kendras. Saturn, however, is retrograde and 
so is Jupiter. The Moon in the lagna, associating with the lagna 
lord, is also the sixth lord. The lagna receives the aspects of Mars 
(debilitated in the sixth house) and Mercury (the lord of the 
eighth house). The native was diagnosed to have acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia, a form of blood cancer, in Jan 1990 
when he was mnning the MD/AD/PD of Jup-Sat-Mars. Neither 
Jupiter (MD, and retrograde benefic in the fourth house) nor 
Saturn (AD, and retrograde lagna lord in the lagna) offer any 
protection, especially in the PD of a debilitated planet which is 
located in the sixth house. This period corresponds to the Yogini 
dasha of Bhadrika-Ulka (Merc-Sat). Mercury (MD) is the eighth 
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lord, aspected by the sixth lord, the Moon, as well as a retrograde 
Saturn. The Chora dosha of Vrisha-Meena operated from Nov 
1989 to Jan 1990. Vrisha (MD) is occupied by a retrograde GK 
whereas Meena is aspected by the Sun and RKA. 

The nadve has presently responded to chemotherapy. The 
dasha sequence, however, does not promise total relief. 

Btneftc retrograde lagna lord in lagna: We have seen that a 
natural malefic occupying its own sign, identical wth the lagna, 
does not protect the lagna if this planet is a natural malefic. 
However, it is not the natural beneficence or maleficence that 
is important, but the element of retrogression. 

In chart III-3, two benefics, one of them the retrograde lagna 
lord, occupy the lagna. Incidentally, these two planets also 
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happen to be’the lords of the sixth and the eighth houses. Jupiter, 
the sixth lord, has a very close conjunction with the lagna. There 
is another retrograde planet, the natural malefic Saturn, 
occupying the tenth house. 

The native was discovered to have developed diabetes mellitus 
in 1985 when he was running the MD/AD of Ven-Mars. Venus 
is the retrograde lagna lord while Mars is a maraka falling very 
close to the RKA. In fact Mars lies within one degree of Ketu. 
The corresponding Yogini dosha was Bhadiika-Ulka (Merc-Sat). 
Both Mercury and Saturn are retrograde. The Chora dosha was 
Makara (MD) which is aspected by the Sun, Mars, RKA and 
retrograde Mercury. The Sun here is the GK. 

The native suffered a myocardial infarction (heart attack) on 
Jan 9, 1992 in the Vimshottari dosha of Ven-Sat-Sat. The MD, 
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AD and PD lords are retrograde. This coincided wirii Ulka- 
Sankata (Sat-Rahu); Saturn is retrograde in the tenth house while 
Rahu is located in the eighth house, aspected by a retrograde 
Mercury besides other maleiics. Kumbha-Kanya operated accord- 
ing to Ae Chara dosha. While the MD/AD are mutually 6/8, the 
MD (Kumbha) is aspected by a retrograde Venus and a retrograde 
Saturn. The Sun, the significator for the heart, is afflicted; the 
fifth from Kanya (AD), signifying the heart, is also afflicted by 
the GK, the RKA, Mars and retrograde Mercury. 

In Sept. 1992, while the native was running Ven-Sat-Merc, he 
slipped while coming out of the bathroom and sustained multiple 
fractures ■ of the left femur. The MD/AD/PD lords are all 
retrograde. He underwent surgical treatment which has wrtually 
left a permanent residual disability. See the role of a retrograde 
eighth lord Venus in causing a lasting disease with residual 
deformity. The Yogini dosha was again Ulka-Sankata (Sat-Rahu). 

Again in Nov. 1993, the nafive suffered injury to knee 
ligaments and was confined to bed. The Vimshottari dosha was 
Ven-Sat-Moon. The Moon is grossly afflicted in the second 
house. The Yo^ni dosha was Ulka-Dhanya (Sat-Jup); Jupiter is 
the sixth lord associating with retrograde Venus. The Chara 
dosha was Kumbha-Dhanu. In Jaimini astrology, Dhanu is the 
rashi of accidents. It is grossly aftlicted in the Navamsha by RKA, 
Mars as well as the GK (the Sun) and the eighth lord Venus. 

Retrograde lagrta lord; congenital illness i It is obvious that 
retrograde lagna lord, whether a natural benefic or a natural 
malefic, offers no protccrion against disease even if it occupies 
the lagna. In fact, it renders the lagna more susceptible to disease 
during its own MD/AD/PD. If such a retrograde lagna lord runs 
its dasha at the time of birth, a congenital illness is the result. 

Chart IIT4 belongs to a child who was bom with cyanotic 
congenital heart disease \rith several anomalies which could only 
be parrially rectified by surgical treatment. The Sun, the karaka 
for heart, is afflicted by its placement in the eighth house in 
association with the sixth lord Venus and the aspect of Saturn. 
Jaimini’s karaka for the heart, the PK (Jupiter), is also afflicted 
as it b retrograde and aspected by the eighth lord, the Moon, 
from the seventh house. 
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The lagna does not receive any protection from its own lord, 
which is retrograde. The native was bom in the Vtmshottan dosha 
of Jup-Ven-Mars. The MD lord is the retrograde lagna lord 
aspected by Saturn and by the eighth lord, the Moon. The AD 
lord is the adverse sixth lord occupying the eighth house, under 
the combined malefic influence of the Sun and Saturn. The PD 
lord is the twelfth lord associated with Saturn. It was Pingala- 
Ulka (Sun-Sat) at birth according to the Yogini dosha and Dhanu- 
Vrischika according to the Chora dosha. Dhanu (MD) is 
inhabited by retrograde Jupiter and aspected by the eighth lord, 
the Moon. Vrischika (AD) is afflicted by the RKA as well as 
the sixth lord Venus. 


Association and aspect of retrograde planets: Retrograde planets 
transmit their adverse influence not only by occupation of the 
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lagna but also by involving the lagna lord, or the operating dasha 
lords, in their association or aspect. 

The native of chart III-S was bom in the dasha of Merc- 
Merc-Moon. Mercury as the functionally malefic lord of the 
twelfth and the third houses is associated with the Sun as well 
as the highly malefic Saturn, all located in the fifth house. It 
is aspected by the sbcth lord Jupiter fi-om the ninth house. Jupiter 
is retro^ade. The lagna lord as well as the PD lord, the Moon, 
is associated with the retrograde Jupiter, in the RKA. The 
retrograde Jupiter thus associates Mth an afflicted lagna lord, and 
aspects the lagna as well as the dasha lords operating at the time 
of birth. The child developed a retinoblastoma (a malignant 
tumour) of the left eye which required evisceration of the affected 
eye in March 1991 in the MD/AD/PD of Merc-Ven-Rahu. 
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Venus (AD) occupies the sixth house, and is aspected by the 
eighth and twelfth lords iA the Navamsha charts. It was Ulka- 
Ulka (Sat-Sat) at birth signifying the role of the eighth lord. 
At the time of surgery it was Ulka-Pingala (Sat-Sun). The MD/ 
AD in both cases are under the influence of a retrograde sixth 
lord Jupiter. 

It was Karka-Mithuna at birth. Mithuna (AD) is aspected by 
the RKA, the retrograde sixth lord Jupiter, and the GK (Venus) 
occupying the sbcth house. The surgicd treatment was performed 
in ^ka-Kanya. The AD (Kanya) falls in the RKA, and is 
aspected by the sixth lord (retrograde) Jupiter as well as the 
counterpart of the sixth lord, the GK. 

Retrograde Saturn in the eighth house-. One of the factors that 
ensures good longevity and sound health is the placement of 
Saturn in the eighth house. Saturn happens to be the significator 
for longevity whereas the eighth house is the house of longevity. 

The standard astrological dictum is that a significator placed 
in its appropriate house destroys its own significations. For exam¬ 
ple, the Sun, which is the significator for father, proves to be 
adverse for father when located in the ninth house, the house sig¬ 
nifying father. Similarly, the Moon, the significator for mother, 
is adverse for mother when in the fourth house, and so on. But 
Saturn is an exception. Its placement in the house of longevity, 
for which Saturn itself is a karaka, is beneficial for longevity. 

The above mentioned rule is, however, a general rule. This 
must be subject to modifications. What if Saturn is retrograde 
in the eighth house? What if it is afflicted in the eighth house? 
Let us examine this in chart IIT6. 

The lagna is occupied by the highly benefic Jupiter. This 
Jupiter is very close to the cusp of the lagna, thus imparting a 
lot of strength and beneficence to the lagna. Jupiter aspects the 
Moon in the ninth house which is under the additional benefic 
aspect of Mercury. These are factors for good health. However, 
there is a concentration of malefic influence on the eighth house 
where a retrograde Saturn is conjunct with Ketu and is aspected 
by Mars. The eighth house thus acquires a fairly explosive 
potential but for the fact that in the Navamsha the eighth house 
as well as the eighth lord receive some beneficial influence also. 
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The native was diagnosed as having a cancer of the left breast 
sometime in mid-1991 and underwent surgical removal of the 
breast in July 1991, in the MD/AD/PD of Sat-Kctu-Sat (May 
1991 to July 1991) indicating the importance of the eighth house 
in causing disease and the futility of having Saturn in the eighth 
house when it is retrograde. The additional affliction of Saturn 
by the RKA and the aspect of Mars only hastened the end and 
she died in 1993 in the MD/AD of Sat-Ven. Venus attains special 
maleficence when we examine the eighth house of the Drekkana 
chart, a subject to be dealt with more thoroughly in a subsequent 
section. 

The Yogini dosha at the time of diagnosis was Ulka-Bhramari 
(Sat-Mars), confirming the role of the eighth house, the eighth 
lord and retrograde Saturn in the eighth house. At the time of 
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death, the dasha was Siddha-Siddha (Ven-Ven), again correlat¬ 
ing well with the Vlinshottari dasha. 

In the Chara dasha, it was the MD of Vrisha Quly 1990 to 
July 1992) at the dme of diagnosis. Vrisha is occupied by Mars 
and Rahu, and aspectcd by the GK, the Sun. At the time of 
death it was Mithuna-Vrisha (July 1992 to July 1993). Mithuna 
(MD) contains the sixth lord Mercury, and is afiSicted in the 
vargas. Affliction to Vrisha (AD) has already been clarified. 


Itt-plated AK; retrogression; GK: Here is another example of the 
adverse role of the eighth house, an ill-placed AJK and a 
retrograde GK. Chart III-7 shows a retrograde Venus, a 
fiincrional maraka for Vrischika lagna, placed in the tenth house 
aspected by the Saturn in lagna. The lagna as well as the lagna 
lord receive the aspect of a retrograde Jupiter from the fifth 
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house. In the Navamsha chart, Jupiter, the eighth lord, occupies 
the lagna while the Sun, the Navamsha lagna lord, occupies the 
sixth house. The native developed cancer of the prostate and died 
of it in Feb. 1992 when he was running the MD/AD/PD of Ven- 
Rahu-Rahu. Afflicted retrograde Venus in a kendra provides no 
protection; it is debilitated in the Navamsha and associated with 
the sixth lord Saturn. Rahu occupies the adverse eighth house. 

The Yogini dosha at the time of death was Sankata-Sankata 
(Rahu-Rahu), again confirming the significance of Rahu in the 
eighth house. This was preceded by Siddha (Venus) which was 
the period when the native rhanifested the onset of his malady. 

According to the Chora dosha, it was Meena-Makara. Meena 
is occupied by a retrograde GK, aspccted by the RKA as well 
as Mars and the Sun, and falls in the eighth from Venus. Makara 
(AD) is in the eighth firom AK (Moon) and sixth from Venus. 
The AK is grossly afflicted in the eighth house. 

Afflicted lagna lord; afflicted retrograde benefic : There is generally 
no escape if the lagna or the lagna lord are grossly afflicted. Other 
afflictions only accelerate the adverse results during appropriate 
dashas. 

Chart 111-8 belongs to a native who died of chronic myeloid 
leukemia (blood cancer) in May 1990. The gross affliction to 
the lagna lord is obvious from its close proximity to the twelfth 
lord Mercury and to Ketu in the second house, where these 
planets lie within one degree of each other and receive the aspect 
of Saturn from the fifth house. 

The native died in the Vimshottari dosha of Jup-Jup-Merc. 
Jupiter (MD and AD) is the adverse sixth (and third) lord, 
retrograde, placed in the seventh house, receiving the malefic 
aspects of Saturn and Mars. Mercury is afflicted by its close 
associafion with Ketu and Venus, which latter is the lagna lord 
as well as the eighth lord. In the Navamsha there is an exchange 
between the lagna lord and the eighth lord. Mercury is 
debilitated in the lagna, associated with the eighth lord. Jupiter 
occupies the eighth house in association with the sixth lord. 

It was Siddha-Bhadrika (Ven-Merc) in the Yogini dosha 
scheme. The Chara dosha was Makara-Makara which receives the 
aspect of the RKA as well as the eighth and the twelfth lords. 
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It may be noted that MD/AD of the fourth house from the lagna 
is also adverse particularly when afrlicted. Gross affliction of the 
AK (Mercury) here is equivalent to a similar affliction of the 
lagna lord Venus described above; there is an additional Jaimini 
aspect of a retrograde Jupiter on the AK. 


Retrograde planets at a glance 

Some of the principles that emerge from a study of retrograde 

planets may be sxunmarised below. 

1. Retrograde planets produce definite, perceptible results 
during appropriate dashas. 

2. While benefics in kendras protect i^nst ill health in 
general, retrograde benefics do the reverse during their 
dashas. 
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3. Even the lagna lord, whether a natural benefit or a natural 
malefic, provides no protection by being in the lagna if it 
happens to be retrograde. 

4. When a retrograde lagna lord occupies the lagna and runs 
its own dasha at birth, a congenital illness is likely if there 
is sufficient susceptibility. 

5. When the dashas of retrograde planets involve the eighth 
or the sixth houses or their lords, more severe illness is likely; 
or there may be incomplete recovery. 

6. Retrograde planets transnut thur maleficence by association 
vtith other dasha lords. 

7. They transmit their influence also through aspect. 

8. An ill-placed AK is like an ill-placed lagna lord. If it is 
associated vwth or aspected by retrograde planets, proneness 
to disease results. 

9. Saturn in the eighth house does not protect longevity during 
its dasha if it is retrograde. Any additional affliction further 
reduces its usefulness in the eighth house. 

10. Karakas influenced by retrograde planets also tend to suffer. 
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Malefic Conjunctions 


rjmiSiHMi ^ TciMHi i uii <^mifad i p wwi 3raTfaii 

Pleased, You destroy all ailments; angered. You deprive one of all 
objects of desire. Those that find rfitge in You, Mother Goddess, 
suffer no misery; instead they become capable of offering rfuge to 

others. „ _ 

Sri Durga Saptashati XI/29 


A strological analysis depends upon an understanding of a 
mutual interplay among the nine planets, the twelve signs 
and houses, and the twenty seven nakshatras. Innumerable 
combinations are possible out of these, making astrology a 
difficult but highly charming subject. Each horoscope tends to 
be unique in one way or the other. There is thus no shortcut 
to learning astrology except by applying the very basic techniques 
and building a whole prediction on them step by step. This 
underlines the need to clearly understand the basic principles. 

One of the most basic principles under consideration here is 
that of conjunction. Planets exert their influence through mutual 
conjunctions and aspects. JSince it is the medical astrology that 
is under consideration, it is aimed to deal here with malefic 
conjunctions only, i.e., conjunctions which concern themselves 
with health and disease. 

Close conjunctions : When two or more planets are located in the 
same sign, they are said to be conjunct. However, despite their 
being located in the same sign they could still lie very close to 
or very distant from each other. Naturally the mutual interaction 
would be more intense if the conjunct planets lie very close to 
each other. Planets which lie very close to each other tend to 
remain close to each other in the divisional charts also, thereby 
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ensuring definite results from mutual interaction. Those that lie 
at some distance from each other, though in the same sign in 
the rashi chart, would separate from each other in the divisional 
charts. 

When two planets lie on the same degree of longitude, they 
are in exact conjunction. In practice, however, any two planets may 
lie on the same degree of longitude but there will be a difference 
of a few minutes of the arc. In general, when two planets are 
located within one degree of each other, they may be considered 
as being in exact conjuncrion. They ensure a complete mutual 
interaction which may be beneficial or adverse to the native. 

Graha-Yuddha\ Two planets are said to be involved in Graha- 
Yuddha or planetary warfare when they lie within one degree of 
each other. The one that is farther advanced of the two is 
considered as subjugated while the one that lags behind is 
considered the wnner. A planet which is defeated in warfare 
is considered to have lost a lot of its potency. It may, however, 
be pointed out that losing to a benefic like Jupiter may be much 
more desirable than losing to a natural malefic like Mars or 
Saturn, for a malefic would administer a more cruel beating. 
It is said that when the lagna lord is defeated by a malefic 
in planetary warfare, the health and longevity of the native suffer. 

What is likely to happen if the lagna lord is a winner in warfare 
with a malefic planet? Normally, this should instil strength in 
the lagna lord. The author, however, has a different point of 
view about this. It appears that a very close conjunction with 
a benefic planet or a benefic house lord has a favourable result 
irrespective of who is the winner and who the loser. On the other 
hand, a very close conjunction with a malefic planet or a malefic 
house lord has an adverse result. The reader is referred to chart 
I1I-8 where, in the case of a native with Tula lagna, the lagna 
lord Venus is located in the second house in Vrischika at 28 
deg. 31 min., associated \rith Mercury at 28 deg. 58 min. and 
Ketu at 29 deg. 26 min. All the three planets lie vrithin one 
degree of each other. Venus, the lagna lord, should be held the 
winner since its other two associates, Mercury and Ketu, are 
slighdy farther advanced as far as their longitude is concerned. 
This was not so since the native sufFered from ans^incurable 

; 
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ailment to which she eventually succumbed. Very close 
association with Ketu destroyed the lagna lord Venus which also 
happens to be the lord of the eighth house concerned with 
longevity. 

Going by the Jaimini system, Mercury happens to be the AK 
in this chart, equivalent to the lagna lord as we have already 
pointed out. Very close association of the AK with Ketu 
destroyed the AK and led to an incurable, and eventually fatal, 
ailment. 

It is not possible here to discuss all the likely conjunctions 
in astrology. Only a brief outline of the basic principles is being 
provided here. Only close conjunctions, like those within one 
or two degrees of longitude, are being considered. Mainly, the 
following points will be concentrated upon while discussing the 
various charts: 

1. Conjunctions involving the lagna/lagna lord. 

2. Involvement of the RKA 

3. Conjunctions with the natural malefics. 

4. Afflictions of Parashari karakas. 

5. Afflictions of the karakas of Jaimini. 

6. Role of aspects. 

Multiple adverse conjunctions: Close association of a planet with 
the Sun leads to its combustion. Similar association with the 
RKA also damages the house a planet owns, as also its 
significations. When close adverse conjunctions are compounded 
by further malefic associations or aspects, the affected planet gets 
totally destroyed. 

In chart IV-1, the lagna lord Venus is in the fourth house 
involved in a five-planet combination, and on the same degree 
as the Sun and Mars. Technically, it has been defeated in 
planetary warfare by these two malefics. All the planets lie so 
close to each other that (other than the Sun!) they are all 
combust. In addition there is the aspect of Saturn and a 
retrograde eighth lord, Jupiter, on them. In the Navamsha too, 
malefics predominate in the kendras while the lagna lord is 
afflicted in the second house. No wonder, the child survived only 
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for a week after birth. According to the Jaimini system, the lagna 
lord Venus lies too close to the GK, the Sun. 


Destruction of the eighth lord: We have already referred to the 
destruction of the eighth lord adversely affecting the longevity 
of the native. Here is another example (chart IV-2) of a similar 
situation. The Sun happens to be the eighth lord here, located 
in Mesha in the fourth house for Makara lagna. It lies within 
one degree of Ketu. The other two planets, Jupiter and Venus, 
are placed farther away in the same house. The combination is 
aspected by Saturn from the seventh house. 

The native died after a fall in a r^untain stream in May 1992, 
at the age of sixteen years. Tfie Ketu-Sun combination is 
equivalent to a Mars-Sun conjunction in the fourth house since 
Ketu is a representative of Mars. The combination occurs in 
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Mesha, the sign of Mars, conferring on it an element of 
proneness to accident or injury. Venus associating with the Sun- 
Ketu conjunction is not only a watery planet but also the GK, 
another indication for accidental injury. 

In the Navamsha chart, the AK (Mars) and GK (Venus) 
combine in the twelfth house. The Moon occupies the sixth 
house, like it does in the rashi chart, and receives the aspect of 
the Sun, RKA, Mars, GK and a functionally malefic Mercury. 

Eighth lord conjunction with lagna lord: Combinations that 
promote long life generally indicate sound health for the native. 
A combination of the lagna lord and the eighth lord may not 
be adverse for longevity or good health if under benefic influence. 
However, when afflicted, it may adversely affect health and 
longevity. 
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Chart IV-3 belongs to a native who was af!licted by 
Poliomyelitis at the age of seven years, resulting in a paralysis 
of both the lower limbs from the hip downwards. There arc 
several factors that indicate ill health here. The Moon in the 
eighth house in the RKA, aspected by the sixth lord Mars, the 
eighth lord Mercury, and a natural malefic, the Sun, constitutes 
a formidable Balarishta. The lagna lord associated with the 
eighth lord in the second house, in the RKA, and in association 
with the Sun, is another adverse factor. The lagna lord and the 
eighth lord lie within one degree of each other. There are no benefics 
in the kendras. Observe the longitudes as well as the placement 
of the Moon and the Sun. They indicate a night birth and 
Kiishna-paksha (the waning phase of the Moon), thus offering 
no safety. Even in the Navamsha, the lagna lord joins the adverse 
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eighth lord in the third house, the Moon falls in the eighth 
house, and the lagna is occupied by Saturn and Ketu. 

In the rashi chart, the AK (Saturn) joins the GK (Venus) 
indicating ill health. 

The protecting factor in this chart is the strong Jupiter located 
in the fifth house and aspecting the lagna. Jupiter retains a lot 
of strength in the Navamsha also, being located in Dhanu, its 
Moolatrikona sign, in a kendra. Saturn in the third in the rashi 
chart and Mars in the third in the Navamsha, both in their own 
houses, also add to protection. 

The disease occurred in the Vimshottari dosha of Jup-Ven, the 
MD/AD of the second lord and the twelfth lord respectively, both 
afflicted: Jupiter by the aspects of Saturn and Mars on it, and 
Venus by its association with Saturn. 

The Yogini dosha operating at the time of contracting the 
illness was the MD of Bhramari (Sept. 1968 to Sept. 1972) 
representing Mars, the afflicted lagna lord as well as the sbcth 
lord. This coincided with the Chora dosha of Kanya (Dec. 1967 
to Dec. 1976). Kanya is again aspected by Mars (the afflicted 
lagna lord) as well as the Sun, the RKA and the eighth lord 
Mercury. Kanya is also afflicted in the Navamsha. A strong 
Jupiter protects Kanya, albeit incompletely, through its benign 
aspect both in the rashi and the Navamsha charts. It may be 
noted that from Kanya (MD in Chara dasha), the lagna lord 
Mercury combines with the eighth lord Mars, both getting 
afflicted by the Sun and the RKA. An important principle 
emerges here. A rashi dasha of Jaimini must he treated as 
lagna from where the various houses and house lords may be analysed. 

Lagna lord in corpunction with RKA: Planets in close conjunction 
with the Sun become combust and, therefore, weak. Those in 
close conjunction with other malefics like Mars and Saturn get 
variously afflicted. Planets which are very close to Rahu or Ketu 
also suffer damage in respect of the houses they own and the 
significations they rule over. 

Chart IV-4 shows Vrischika lagna vtith four planets occupying 
the lagna. The lagna lord Mars lies in exact conjunction with 
Rahu. The lagna should have been very strong because of its 
occupation by the lagna lord but for the latter’s close conjunction 
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with the RKA. In addition there are the debilitated Moon and 
the malefic Saturn occupying the lagna. Jupiter, the best benefic 
occupying the tenth house, a kendra, is retrograde. The lagna 
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being vargottama has some inherent strength even as the lagna 
lord, although too close to Rahu, gets exalted in the third house 
in the Navamsha. 

The Moon is the AK, debilitated and associated with three 
malefics, Mars, Saturn and Rahu. It receives the additional aspect 
of the Sun as also of the eighth lord Mercury which happens 
to be the GK. 

The native suffers from renal rickets, a disease which shows 
the manifestations of a gross deficiency of Vitamin D. This 
affected her growth and resulted in several complications. 

The proneness to disease at birth, and a congenital basis of 
her disease, are evident if we consider the MD/AD/PD of Merc- 
Sat-Ven (till April 24, 1956) at birth. Mercury is the afflicted 
eighth lord in both rashi and Navamsha charts. Saturn afflicts 
the lagna and the lagna lord by its occupation of the lagna. Venus 
is the twelfth lord in the rashi and the Navamsha charts; it'is 
the highly malefic eighth lord of the Drekkana chart occupying 
the lagna and recemng the aspect of the sbcth lord, the Sun. 

The Yogini dasha of Bhadrika-Bhramari (Merc-Mars) at birth 
confirms the adverse dasha pattern operative in a chart inherently 
prone to ill health. The Chora dasha of Vrischika-Tula at birth 
is equally afflicted. Vrischika (MD) is afflicted by several malefics 
there, and the aspect of the GK. Tula (AD) is twelfth from the 
AK (Moon) and the lagna, and eighth from Venus. 

Close conjunction; separation in Navamsha : Malefic conjunctions 
produce adverse results if they are so intimate that they persist 
in the divisional charts, particularly the Navamsha. However, if 
the two planets lying very close to each other in the rashi chart 
fall in different signs in the Navamsha chart, their mutual 
influence becomes less intense. 

In chart IV-5, four planets are posited in the adverse eighth 
house. These include an afflicted Moon as well as the lagna lord 
and the eighth lord. A potent Balarishta exists in this chart with 
an equally potent Arishta-Bhanga (or cancellation of affliction): 
the birth has occurred during daytime and the Krishna-paksha 
has started as the Moon is separating from the Sun. The 
accumulation of planets in the eighth house has often resulted 
in the native suffering from varied ailments, including, some 
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surgical procedures for hernia and appendicitis. What is 
significant here is the close conjunction (within one degree) of 
the Sun with Saturn. This can be judged in two ways: 

(a) The Sun is the significator for the heart. Its placement in 
the eighth house is undesirable, particularly when it is so 
intimately related to the eighth lord and there is additional 
prone'fteSs to heart disease because of the aspect of the eighth 
lord Saturn on the fifth house. The fifth lord, however, is 
more comfortably placed except for the aspect of a retrograde 
Jupiter. 

(b) Saturn is the PK, representing the heart. The Sun is the GK 
indicating disease. TTie PK and the GK are very close to each 
other in the eighth house. They are aspected by Ketu, a 
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retrograde Jupiter, and a highly malefic retrograde Mars. The 
AK (Jupiter) is retrograde, associated with a retrograde Mars 
and the RKA, and gets aspected by the GK (Sun) as well 
as Saturn (the eighth lord) from the eighth house. Affliction 
of the sixth lord as well as that of the GK diminishes 
resistance against ill health. 

The condition improves vastly in the Navamsha. The lagna j 

is vargottama. What is most significant is that the Sun (GK) I 

and Saturn (PK) separate in the Navamsha chart. The Sun is i 

exalted in the Navamsha. Thus, the karaka for heart attains I 

strength; similarly, the GK (Sun) attains strength to ensure ' 

recovery from illness and reasonably sound health. All the 
benefics are located either in the kendras or the trikonas in the j 

Navamsha chart. Incidentally, Mars and Jupiter located together 1 

in the third house, though not within one degree of longitude, 
are so placed that they retain their proximity in the Navamsha 
chart. Here, Jupiter, the seventh lord, is associated with Mars, 

’ the sixth and eleventh lord, in the seventh house. The wife of 
the native suffers from chronic ill health which is not too severe 
thanks to the strength of the seventh lord. > 

The native suffered a heart attack in Sat-Rahu-Jup signify¬ 
ing the role of the eighth house, the retrograde planets as well 
as the afflicted karakas. This coincided with Siddha-Sankata 
(Ven-Rahu); Venus is the fifth lord aspected by a retrograde 
Jupiter. The Chora dosha was Kanya-Vrischika. The PK-GK 
conjunction occurs in the fifth house from Kanya (MD) and 
aspects Vrischika (AD) which falls in the sixth house from the 
lagna. 

Malefic on the cusp of the lagna : Chart IV-6 belongs to a native 
born \\dth congenital heart disease and a severe aortic stenosis 
(a narrowing of the origin of the aorta from the 
heart). 

The lagna is occupied by an exalted Mars which is very close 
to the cusp of the lagna. A natural malefic so close to the lagna 
increases the proneness to ill health, more so because it happens 
to be the GK as well. There are no benefics in kendras to offer 
protection. An exalted lagna lord in the tenth, however, offers 
some safety. 
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In addition to the proximity of Mars to the cusp of the lagna, 
there is another close conjunction involving the Sun and Ketu, 
also involving the 5/11 axis of the rashi chart. Affliction to the 
Sun explains the congenital heart disease. The Sun also happens 
to be the eighth lord^ereby indicating that, due to its affliction, 
health as well as longc\aty will also be adversely affected. 

The child was bom in the Vimshottari dosha of Mars-Jup- 
Moon. The affliction caused by Mars has been explained. Jupiter 
is the adverse twelfth lord associating with the fifth lord. The 
Moon (PD) is a maraka for this lagna. It may be noted that the 
PD order just preceding his birth, i.c., during his intra-uterine life, 
was quite bad indicating a congenitally ill foetus. In the Navamsha 
chart, the lord of the fourth house from the Moon, Jupiter in this 
case, involves the MD, AD and PD lords at birth. TTiis adverse 
influence will be explained in a subsequent chapter while 
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discussing the sixty-fourth Navamsha. Similar affliction can be 
explained on the basis of the Yogini as well as the Chara dashas. 

We have seen that close conjunctions of the PK and the GK 
are likely to produce heart disease particularly when there is 
additional affliction to these karakas as well as a likelihood for 
ill health. The reader is referred back to chart I-ll where a 
debilitated fifth lord Mars associated with the eighth lord Saturn 
in the lagna, and the Sun, the significator for the heart, is 
afflicted by the aspect of Mars. Saturn as the GK afflicts Mars, 
the debilitated PK. Proneness to heart disease is thus clearly 
indicated according to both the Parashari as well as the Jaimini 
systems. The PK-GK conjunction is not within one degree but 
is close enough not to be disjointed in the Navamsha where it 
occurs in the adverse eighth house. 

The Sun as the karaka for stomach and duodenum'. The Sun also 
happens to be the karaka or significator for upper abdomen, 
stomach and duodenum. Its affliction could result in such 
diseases as involve the stomach and duodenum, the commoner j 

among them being the peptic ulcer. \ 

Chart IV-7 shows a close conjunction of the Sun with Rahu I 

in the eleventh house, in association with Mars (and Mercury). 

Rahu also represents Venus which happens to be the GK (as well 
as the sbcth lord) and occupies the lagna. The kendras are 
protected by benefics. In the Navamsha, the lagna lord and the 
eighth lord exchange houses, the lagna lord being severely 
afflicted in the eighth house. 

The native developed a Peri-ampullary carcinoma (a cancer r 

involving the second part of duodenum) for which he was 
operated upon on Nov. 17,1989 when he was running the dasha 
of Merc-Sat-Ven, all of them having adverse lordship in the rashi 
as well as the Navamsha charts. He did not survive very long 
as the subsequent MD of Ketu did not promise any relief. He 
died in Ketu-Sun (or Ketu-Ven), one of them (Ketu) occupying 
the fifth house (stomach, duodenum, etc.) and the other (Sun) 
aspecting it. Venus, the preceding AD, is also adverse (the exact 
date of death is not avsulable!). 

His death coincided 'with Bhramari-Pingala (or Bhramari- 
Mangala) equivalent to Mars-Sun whose maleficence is obvious. 
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The preceding dasha Iprd, the Moon, owns the adverse eighth 
house. ^ 

In the Chara dasha, it was Simha-Tula (till July 1992) or . 
Simha-Vrischika (till May 1993). Simha is aspected by the RKA, 
the Sun and Mars, while Vrischika is aspected by Ketu, and lies 
in the twelfth from the lagna as well as Venus. Involvement of 
Tula is self-explanatory. 


Moon as the karaka for the mind: Chart IV-8 shows a close 
conjunction of the Moon vwth Rahu in the fourth house, 
associated with the eighth lord Mars and aspected by the sixth 
lord Saturn. The native has been suffering from episodes of 
mental depression particularly since he started his Rahu dasha 
from Aug. 1993 onwards. His symptoms became worse since 
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early 1995 which coincided with Rahu-Rahu-Merc. A close 
association of Rahu with the Moon generates phobias and 
unfounded fears, with the aspect of Saturn inducing depression, 
and association of Mars giving it an element of aggression and 
violence. The Moon and Rahu separate in the Navamsha giving 
a hope of at least some relief. 

It may be noted that Saturn and Mercury are also conjunct 
in the second house; they are the lords of the lagna and the 
sixth. Considering the Jaimini karakas, the GK (Mercury) 
combines with PK (Saturn) and AK (Venus) indicating a mental 
illness. 

The Chara dosha of Meena started in Oct. 1990 and goes on 
till Oct. 1998. It is aspected by the Sun, RKA, Mars and the 
afflicted Moon which is the fifth lord from Meena (MD). 
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Veniu as the karaka far vision: Chart lV-9 shows Venus, lord 
of the twelfth house and the karaka for vision, lying very close 
to the Sun indicating damage to vision. The chart shows 
affliction as the lagna is occupied by a malefic sbcth lord Mars, 
the Moon is located in the eighth house aspected by Mars and 
Saturn, and the lagna is surrounded by malefics Rahu and Saturn. 
The second and the twelfth houses representing the right and 
the left eye respectively, are occupied by malefics. The native 
has suffered from repeated bilateral retinal haemorrhage and is 
a high myopic. He still retains some vision though. 

Venus is also the GK which is closely associated with the lagna 
lord Mercury and aspects the AK Jupiter, indicating affliction 
to health. Its association with the Sun and aspect on the Moon, 
both karakas for the eyes, also indicates eye disease. 
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Ben^ intervention: It may be noted that while Venus lies very 
close to the Sun in the alxwe example, the native still retains 
some vision. In fact, a benefic Mercury, the lord of the lagna, 
intervenes between the Sun and Veniis, shielding Venus to a 
large extent fVben two malefia are in close conjunction, on 
intervening benefic is a welcome relief. 

Transmission of signification through RKA: Rahu and Ketu are 
supposed to behave respectively like Saturn and Mars. Besides, 
they ^ve the results of the planets in whose houses they reside. 

In chart IV-10, the Moon, the fourth house and the fourth 
lord are afflicted. The AK (Moon) is associated with the eighth 
lord Saturn and the GK Mercury. Saturn also happens to be the 
MK associating with the GK. 
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Ketu lies very dose to the cusp of the ascendant. As a natural 
malefic and as a representative of the sixth lord Mars, the dose 
conjunction of Ketu with the lagna indicates proneness to ill 
health. Being located in the house of Mercury, Ketu also 
represents Mercury which is the GK Thus its projdmity to the 
lagna is equivalent to the projdmity of the GK to the lagna, a 
factor adverse for health. 

The native had a cancer of the left breast which was surgically 
treated in July 1986. She also developed cancer of the cervix 
which was treated by exdsion in Feb. 1988. In 1989, her breast 
cancer disseminated all over and she died in mid-1990. These 
periods of illness and death coindded with Mercury-Moon, 
Mcrciuy-Mars and Mercury-Rahu. The RKA instils an element 
of incurability. 
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Triple (fiction-. This is not a close conjunction. By triple 
affliction is meant that a house or a planet or a significator is 
under multiple afflictions because of its conjunction with 
malefics or their aspect on it. Generally when there are one or 
two afflicting factors, recovery from disease is possible. When 
there is a triple affliction or a multiple affliction, the disease 
generally takes a downhill course. 

Numerous examples of multiple afflictions will be found in 
the substance of this text. Chart IV-11 is one such example 
whose native suffered from cancer of the breast and died of it. 
The Moon, the karaka for milk and breasts is afflicted by (i) 
association with Mars, a malefic, (ii) involvement in the RKA, 
and (iii) the aspect of a malefic retrograde Saturn. Considering 
the Jaimini aspects also, the Moon is subject to these very 
afflictions. The MK of Jaimini, Mars, is afflicted by the RKA, 
the aspect of a retrograde Saturn, and the eighth lord, the Moon. 
When adverse dashas operate, such multiple afflictions ensure 
a progressively dovmhill course of the disease. The native died 
in the MD/AD of Merc-Sat. Mercury as the debilitated maraka 
deprives the native of her capacity to fight the disease back. 
Saturn as the adverse lord and retrograde malefic only 
compounds the situation. 

Conjunctions at a glance 

The subject of conjunctions has been treated only briefly. 
Some of the interesting principles that emerge are being given 
below. 

1. Planets involved in close conjunction exert intense influence 
on each other. 

2. The results are more intense as the conjunctions persist in 
the divisional charts, particularly the Navamsha. 

3. If closely conjunct planets separate in the vargas, their 
mutual influence diminishes. 

4. When a benefic planet intervenes between two closely 
conjunct planets, it takes away a lot of maleficence. 

5. The concept of losing or winning in Graha-yuddha does 
not seem to be as important as the fact that two planets 
are closely placed. 


^HjdxrlxraljcjaL 



no 


6. Conjunctions that afflict the lagna or the lagna lord spoil 
health. 

7. Affliction to the AK with malefic lords or with the GK, 
through conjunction or aspect, is adverse for health. 

8. Close conjunctions with Ketu destroy the significations of 
the conjunct planets or karakas; Rahu too has an adverse 
influence. 

9. When the eighth lord is destroyed or afflicted, health and 
longevity suffer. 

10. Malefics which fall on the cusp of the lagna disturb health. 

11. Rahu and Ketu represent Saturn and Mars respectively. 
They also represent the lords of the houses they occupy. 
Planets transmit their significations to Rahu or Ketu when 
the latter occupy their houses. 

12. While very close conjunctions are indeed significant, 
importance must be given to conjunctions in general also. 
Particular attention must be directed to areas suffering 
multiple afflictions. 
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CHAPTER V 


Ominous Stations 
in the Eighth House 



Drfend us from all directions, O’Ambika, wielding in Your hands 
the sword, the trident, the mace, and the like. 

Sri Durga Saptashati IV/27 

T he adverse nature of the eighth house in matters of health 
has been indicated earlier. Here it is aimed to concentrate 
on two specific adverse areas, one falling in the eighth house 
from the lagna and the other in the eighth from the Moon. They 
are: 

(a) The twenty-second Drekkana; and 
(b) The sixty-fourth Navamsha, 

Both these ominous stations have almost a similar relevance: 
pven a chart with proneness to develop illness, these impart 
further maleficence to the concerned planets as we shall discuss 
below. It is also important here to emphasise on the almost 
similar relevance of the buth lagna as well as the position of 
the natal Moon. It is customary with the north Indian astrologers 
to construct a Chandra-Kundali or a lunar chart beside the birth 
chart while writing down a traditional horoscope. Both the birth 
chart and the lunar chart (which considers Ae Moon sign as 
the ascendant or the first house) are then studied simultaneously. 

The twenty-second Drekkana 

This is the Drekkana that falls exactly seven houses away from 
the lagna. Since a rashi or a sign has a span of thirty degrees. 
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there are three Drekkanas in each sign. Seven houses away from 
the lagna is the point where twenty-one Drekkanas end and the 
twenty-second Drekkana begins. It thus falls in the eighth house 
from the lagna, on the same degree as the cusp of the lagna. 
Place the degrees of the lagna in the sign identical with the 
eighth house of the natal chart and determine its Drekkana. This 
Drekkana is the twenty-second Drekkana which is considered 
extremely inauspicious, and capable of causing death and disease. 
When the Drekkana chart is cast, its eighth house is the twenty- 
second Drekkana. While analysing an astrological chart for 
health and disease, one must take note of: 

(a) The lord of the twenty-second Drekkana, i.e., the lord of 
the eighth house of the Drekkana chart. 

(b) The occupants of the twenty-second Drekkana, i.e., the 
occupants of the eighth house of the Drekkana chart. 

(c) Associates of the twenty-second Drekkana lord. 

(d) Planets aspected by the twenty-second Drekkana lord. 

(c) Planets aspecting the twenty-second Drekkana or its lord! 

All the above add maleficence to the relevant operating dashas 
and, therefore, indicate ill health and disease. 

The sixty-fourth Navamsha 

Whereas the twenty-second Drekkana is considered from the 
lagna, the sixty-fourth Navamsha is considered from the natal 
position of the Moon. The sixty-fourth Navamsha is the 
Navamsha that falls exactly seven houses away from the natal 
Moon. Since each Navamsha has a span of 3 degrees and 20 
minutes, there are nine Navamshas in each sign. Seven houses 
from the exact natal Moon would account for sbcty-threc 
Navamshas. The sixty-fourth Navamsha thus coincides with the 
beginning of the eighth house from the Moon. Allocate the 
degrees of the Moon to the sign falling in the eighth house from 
it, and work out the Navamsha for that sign. This Navamsha 
will be the sixty-fourth Navamsha. This too, like the twenty- 
second Drekkana, is considered extremely inauspicious, and 
capable of causing death and disease. When a Navamsha chart 
is cast, the sign falling in the fourth house from the Moon 
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happens to be the sixty-fourth Navamsha. While analysing a 
chart for health and disease, one must take note of: 

(a) The lord of the sixty-fourth Navamsha, i.e., the lord of the 
fourth house from the Navamsha position of the Moon. 

(b) The occupants of the sixty-fourth Navamsha, i.e., the 
occupants of the fourth house from the Moon in the 
Navamsha chart. 

(c) Associates of the sixty-fourth Navamsha lord. 

(d) Planets aspected by the sixty-fourth Navamsha lord. 

(e) Planets aspecting the sixty-fourth Navamsha or its lord! 

As in the case of the twenty-second Drekkana, all the above 
factors add maleficence to the operating dashas and, therefore, 
indicate ill health and disease. 

Illustrations 

The twenty-second Drekkana and the sixty-fourth Navamsha 
have an important role to play in medical astrology. This will 
be shown in brief in the illustrations that follow. It is important 
to bear in mind that these ominous stations falling in the eighth 
house would produce adverse results when there are already 
adverse indications existing in the horoscopic chart. Their 
application in isolation is not justified. 

Association and aspect of the twenty-second Drekkana lord: When 
an adverse dasha is operating, the association or aspect of the 
twenty-second Drekkana lord on the dasha lords makes the 
occurrence of disease more certain. 

Chart V-1 belongs to a native who developed acute 
appendicitis and was subjected to surgical treatment on April 29, 
1993, in the MD/AD/PD of Moon-Ketu-Jup. The Moon is the 
maraka seventh lord in the rashi, Navamsha, Drekkana as well 
as Dwadashamsha charts. Ketu is located in the twelfth house 
in the rashi, Drekkana and Dwadashamsha charts, under the 
malefic influence of either Saturn or Mars or both. Jupiter from 
the eleventh house aspects the lord of the eighth house, the Sun, 
in the rashi chart. It associates with the Sun, the eighth lord, 
in the Drekkana as well as the Dwadashamsha charts. 
Particularly in the Dwadashamsha chart, Jupiter is debilitated 
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and joins the eighth lord, the Sun, in the lagna, both falling 
under the aspect of Saturn. Susceptibility to illness is indicated 
also by the placement of only malefics in the kendras. There is, 
however, inherent strength in the chart: the lagna lord is exalted 
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in the tenth house. Also an exalted Moon in the fifth is 
strengthened by the aspect of Jupiter. 

The Drekkana chart reveals the role of the twenty-second 
Drekkana. The eighth house of the Drekkana is identical with 
the sign Simha whose lord is the Sun. The MD lord, the Moon, 
is aspected by the Sun from the eleventh house. Jupiter, the PD 
lord, is associated with the Sun. Thus, the Sun, the lord of the 
twenty-second Drekkana, influences the MD and the PD lords 
either by its aspect or by its associafion. Ketu, the AD lord, falls 
in the adverse eighth (a 6/8 relationship) from the MD lord, and 
in the adverse second (a 2/12 relationship) from the PD lord. 

The Yogini dosha at the time of illness and surreal treatment 
was Sankata-Sankata (Rahu-Rahu) emphasising the significance 
of the sixth house of the rashi as well as the Drekkana charts. 
According to the sage Parashara, the sixth house of the Drekkana 
chart is also suggestive of disease, injury, accident and death. Rahu, 
the MD and AD lord in the Yogini dasha, occupies the house 
of Mercury in the Drekkana charr. Mercury occupies the twenty- 
second Drekkana. 

The Chora dasha was Dhanu-Mesha, falling in the tiinal 
houses from the eighth house. The occupant as well as the owner 
of the twenty-second Drekkana (Mercury and the Sun 
respectively) both aspect Mesha (AD). Dhanu, as has been 
repeatedly pointed out, happens to be the dasha of accidents, 
injuries and surgical treatment. 

The sixty-fourth Navamsba : The sixty-fourth Navamsha 
has a similar function as that of the twenty-second Drekkana. 
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Chart V-2 illustrates the role of the sixty-fourth Navamsha. As 
has already been pointed out, an adverse dasha must operate to 
indicate illness before the role of the sixty-fourth Navamsha (or 
the twenty-second Drekkana) is analysed. 



Lagna 10*45' Mar* 26*07 Venus 3*47' 

Sun 6*21' Mercury (R) 2*12' Saturn 5*21' 

Moon 2*16' Jupiter (R) 14*42' Rahu 14*05' 
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It was on Aug. 31, 1995, in Ven-Merc-Merc, that the native 
underwent surgery for appendidtis. Venus (MD), the lagna lord, 
is also the sixth lord placed in the fourth house and aspected 
by Saturn. Merctiry (AD and PD) is retrograde, aspected by 
another retrograde planet Jupiter which is the adverse eighth 
lord. In the Navamsha chart. Mercury is placed in the fourth 
from the Moon, i.c., in the sixty-fourth Navamsha. Mercury thus 
has the combined blemish of being retrograde, of being lord of 
the sixth house in the Navamsha, and also of being the occupant 
of the sixty-fourth Navamsha. 

The corresponding Yogini dosha during this period was 
Sankata-Sankata (Rahu-Rahu) which coinddes with the eighth 
house of the Drekkana chart, in other words the twenty-second 
Drekkana. 

The Chora dosha of Kumbha-Dhanu operated at the time of 
surgery. Kumbha (MD) falls in the sixth house of the Drekkana 
and gets aspected by the Moon (GK) and Rahu occupying the 
twenty-second Drekkana. In the Navamsha chart, Kumbha is 
occupied by Mars and Ketu, and receives the aspect of the Moon 
which is both the GK as well as the lord of the sixty-fourth 
Navamsha. Dhanu (AD), the dasha of injury and surgery, 
coinddes with the eighth house of the rashi chart and is afflicted 
by Saturn, Mars and the RKA. In the Drekkana, it is aspected 
by the sixth lord Saturn. 

While discussing the role of retrograde planets, we have 
referred to the futility of having a retrograde Saturn in the eighth 
house. This was illustrated in chart III-6 when a retrograde 
Saturn, afflicted by Ketu, occupied the eighth house, in the 
seventh from the lagna lord Mars. When already a severe 
affliction exists, the addirional involvement of the twenty-second 
Drekkana or the sixty-fourth Navamsha compounds the 
situation. Chart V-3 depicts the Drekkana chart for the 
horoscope already discussed as chart III-6. The native who had 
cancer of the left breast was operated upon in Sat-Ketu-Sat The 
MD, AD and PD lords occupy the twenty-second Drekkana. 
Death occurred in Sat-Ven, again involving the twenty-second 
Drekkana. Both surgery and death occurred in Ulka-Bhramari 
(Sat-Mars). The MD lord occupies the eighth house of the 
Drekkana while the AD lord is aspected by an occupant (Saturn) 
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of the eighth house. Saturn also happens to be the lord of the 
sixth house of the Drekkana. 

Malefic influences on the sixth bouse : The sixth house is the house 
of disease in general. When malefics occupy this house, they 
destroy disease. However, disease must first of all occur, and then 
get destroyed. The sbcth house affliction generally also indicates 
the nature of disease. 

The native whose horoscope is being given here as chart V- 
4 suffered from gall stones and underwent surgical removal of 
the gallbladder. The sixth house is highly afflicted by the 
occupation of the Sun and Mars and the aspect of Saturn. The 
Sun and Mars both represent biliary disease. Together they form 
an extremely incendiary combination in the house of disease 
indicating the occurrence of disease, the consequent suffering, 
and finally recovery from disease. The aspect of Saturn on this 
combination adds to the suffering as well as a treatment which 
necessitates the removal of a body organ, in this case the gall 
bladder. The Sun as the eighth lord in the sixth house too 
signifies suffering as well as resectional surgery. It may be noted 
that the Sun and Mars are very closely placed, an intimate malefic 
conjunction in a malefic house. 

Soon after the onset of Jupiter dasha, from May 1988 onwards, 
the symptoms became severe so that she underwent surgery in 
Sept. 1989, in the MD/AD/PD of Jup-Jup-Ven. In the Navamsha 
chart, Jupiter falls in the fourth house from the Moon, i.e., in 
the sixty-fourth Navamsha. Venus (PD) falls in the eighth house, 
aspected by Jupiter, the occupant of the sixty-fourth Navamsha. 
Saturn further afflicts Venus by its aspect. In the Drekkana chart. 
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Venus falls in the RKA and is associated with the sixth lord 
Saturn. In addition, it gets aspected by Mars, the lord of the 
twenty-second Drekkana, occupying the sixth house in conjunc¬ 
tion with the Sun. 
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The Yogini dosha during the period of surgery was Siddha- 
Siddha (Ven-Ven) which has been explained already. The Chora 
dosha was that of Vrisha-Tula. Vrisha falls in the fifth house 
of the natal chart consistent with the upp>er abdomen, and is 
inhabited by the Moon (GK) aspected by the RKA. Vrisha (MD) 
is aspected by Jupiter, the occupant of the sixty-fourth Navamsha 
in the Navamsha chart; Tula (AD) is aspected by Mars, the lord 
of the twenty-second Drekkana in the Drekkana chart. 


Dasha of a debilitated flanet\ Debilitated planets reduce the 
inherent resistance of the native to disease. If, during the dasha 
of a debilitated or weak planet, some additional malefic 
influences come into operation, ill health is likely to result. 

In chart V-5, malefic conjunedons occur in the fifth house 
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as also the karaka for the heart. This indicates proneness to ill 
health. While discussing the maraka role of planets, we have 
stated that a maraka may do no harm during the dasha of a 
benefic related to it, but it may kill during the dasha of an 
unrelated malefic. If we extend this principle, we may state that 
the dasha of a weak planet may produce adverse results during the 
antardasha of a malefic not necessarily related to the weak dasha lord. 

In the chart under question, the native suffered repeated heart 
attacks in August and September of 1992. The operating MD/ 
AD were Moon-Mars. The Moon is a debilitated planet in the 
eighth house while Mars is the lagna lord as well as the eighth 
lord. 

In the Navamsha chart too, the Moon falls in the eighth 
house. The fourth house from the Moon, identical with the 
sixty-fourth Navamsha, coincides with Meena, whose lord 
Jupiter aspects both the Moon (MD) and Mars (AD). 

In the Drekkana chart, the Moon is aspected by Mars which 
is the lord of the twenty-second Drekkana. 

Debilitated, evicted planet operating at birth : Here is an instance 
(chart V-b) of the consequence of a debilitated and afflicted 
planet running its dasha at the time of birth. This child was bom 
with a congenital cyanotic heart disease (‘blue baby’) consisting 
of a ventricular septal defect. The dasha operating at birth was 
Merc-Jup-Sat (till March 23,1992). Mercury (AD) is debilitated, 
associated with the Sun and aspected by Saturn. Jupiter (AD) 
is the eighth lord, retrograde, located in a kendra and aspected 
by Mars, a maraka. Saturn (PD) is afflicted by Mars. 
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In the Navamsha chart, Mercury (MD) is associated with the 
lord of the sixty-fourth Navamsha and Jupiter (AD) aspects it. 
In the Drekkana, Jupiter (AD) is aspected by Mars, the lord of 
the twenty-second Drekkana, while Saturn (PD) is associated 
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with this lord. Saturn and Mars, respectively the lords of the 
sixth and eighth houses of the Drekkana chart occupy the lagna. 

The Yogtni dosha of Bhramari-Sankata (Mars-Rahu) operated 
at the time of birth. Mars is afilicted by Saturn in the rasW chart, 
aspects from the sbeth house the lord of the sixty-fourth 
Navamsha in the Navamsha chart, and owns the twenty-second 
Drekkana. Rahu occupies the eighth house in the fashi chart, 
is associated with malefics in the Navamsha chart, and falls in 
the twenty-second Drekkana in the Drekkana chart. The fifth 
house, the fifth lord,the Sun, the fifth from the Sun, and the 
PK, which represents the heart in the Jaimini system, are all 
afflicted in the rashi, the Navamsha, the Drekkana as well as 
the Dwadashamsha charts. 

Adverse dosha at birth: When an adverse dasha at birth gets 
additionally involved in the sixty-fourth Navamsha or the 
twenty-second Drekkana, the ensuing congenital illness is cither 
serious or incurable. 

Chart V-7 shows significant proneness to illness as the RKA 
falls fairly close to the cusp of the lagna, and a retrograde Mars 
aspects the lagna from the seventh house. A retrograde Saturn 
afflicts the lagna lord placed in the twelfth house in association 
with the eighth lord. The Moon too is located in the adverse 
twelfth house constituting a Balarishta. 

In the Navamsha chart the situation improves markedly with 
the predominance of benefics in kendras, and exaltation of five 
planets, the Sun, the Moon, Mars, Mercury and Saturn. The 
native has received a high technical education and is an officer 
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Lagna 16’16’ Mars (R) 1“21' Venus 14*00' 

Sun 0*19' Mercury 17*00' Saturn (R) 20*11' 

Moon 23*26' Jupiter 6*35' Rahu 14*16' 



wdth the government. He, however, suffers from a congenital 
ailment, spondylo-epiphyseal dysplasia, which has left him very 
short statured, almost a dwarf. The operating dasha at birth was 
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Jup-Sat-Rahu. The MD lord is the highly afflicted lagna lord, 
the AD lord is the adverse retrograde twelfth lord in the sixth 
house, while the PD lord is the afflicted malefic placed in the 
lagna. Saturn (AD) is aspected by the lord of the sixty-fourth 
Navamsha, the Sun, in the Navamsha chart. In the Drekkana, 
Jupiter (MD) occupies the twenty-second Drekkana while Saturn 
(AD) owns it. 

Bhramari-Ulka (Mars-Sat) operated at the time of birth. 
Mars, a retrograde malefic, aspects the lagna in the rashi chart. 
It aspects the lord of the sbcty-fourth Navamsha in the Navamsha 
chart, and the debilitated lord of the twenty-second Drekkana 
in the Drekkana chart A retrograde GK (Mars) aspects the 
already afflicted lagna in the rashi chart. 


Second house; oral cavity: The second house of the horoscope 
is the house of speech. This house also deals with the oral cavity 
or the inside of the mouth. Severe afflictions to this house and 
its lord lead to various speech disorders as well as diseases of 
the oral cavity. The reader is referred to chart 1-12 where 
affliction to this house, and an adverse dasha, coincided with 
development of cancer of the tongue. If the relevant adverse 
dashas come into operation at the time of birth, the affliction 
would present as a congenital Illness. 

Chart V-8 belongs to a native who was bom with a complete 
cleft palate which was subsequently rectified surgically. The chart 
shows a Balarishta because of location of the Moon in the eighth 
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house from the lagna. There is, however, an Arishta-Bhanga too, 
due to the day-birth coinciding with Krishna-paksha. The 
second house is afflicted by the aspect of a retrograde sixth lord 
Saturn, while the second lord itself is afflicted in the twelfth 
house by associating with the the eighth lord Mars. The lagna 
lord is also afflicted in the twelfth house. Incidentally, Mercury, 
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the lagna lord, is also the karaka for speech. There are no benefics 
in the kendras or trikonas. The second house is afflicted in all 
the di\asional charts. 

The native was born in the dasha of Sun-Sun-Sat, the twelfth 
lord and the retrograde sixth lord. In the Navamsha, the Sun 
occupies the sixth house and gets aspected by Saturn (PD) placed 
in the sixty-fourth Navamsha. Saturn is also associated with the 
lord of the sixty-fourth Navamsha. 

In the Drekkana chart, the Sun (MD and AD) is aspected by 
Jupiter, the lord of the twenty-second Drekkana. In the 
Dwadashamsha, Saturn is debilitated. It may be noted that the 
MD/AD and PD lords do not involve the lagna or the lagna lord 
of the rashi chart, offering some relief. The congenitd defect 
was surgically corrected. 

Mars as the karaka for the head: Mars as the lord of Mesha, the 
first house of the Kalapurusha, is considered as the ruler of the 
head. Equally so, the first house and its lord represent the head. 
An affliction to Mars and the first house can result in disease 
of the head as also injury or operation on the head. 

Chart V-9 belongs to a female native who was bom with a highly 
afflicted lagna lord as well as the eighth lord, producing a potent 
Balarishta. Mars as the karaka for the head is retrograde and aspects 
the Sun, the lord of the lagna. An afflicted retrograde eighth lord 
Jupiter also aspects the Sun from the adverse twelfth house. 

In the Navamsha chart, the Sun and Mars are placed together 
in the sbcty-fourth Navamsha. In the Drekkana chart, the Sun 
is in the RKA. Both the Sun and Mars are aspected by the lord 
of the twenty-second Drekkana. 

The child was bom apparently all right but soon suffered 
tubercular meningitis, an infection of the ‘brain’. This resulted 
in an obstmction to the normal flow of fluid in the brain, 
requiring a surgical drainage of the blocked circulation. This was 
followed by further complications. Bom in Rahu-Rahu-Ketu, 
she died in July 1991 in Rahu-Rahu-Sun. The Sun, as we have 
already seen, suffers from the aspects of two retrograde planets 
in the rashi chart, occupies the adverse sixty-fourth Navamsha 
with Mars, and is aspected by the lord of the twenty-second 
Drekkana in the Drekkana chart. 


^HjdxrlxraljcjaL 



128 



Lagna 

0*59’ 

Man (R) 

6'41* 

Venu* 

6*46' 

Sun 

26*40‘ 

Mercury 

15’52' 

Saturn 

29*46' 

Moon 

rs5’ 

Jupiter (R) 

19*36’ 

Rahu 

5*02' 



Adverse Drekkana and Navamsba; Gandanta: An important 
adverse factor in matters of health is the placement of the lagna 
or planets in Gandanta or junctional regions, particularly the 
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junctions of Meena-Mesha, Karka-Simha and Vrischika-Dhanu. 

In chart V-10, the lagna, the Moon and Mars are at the very 
beginning of the signs they occupy. The Moon and Mars are 
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in Gandanta in addition. The Moon in the eighth also 
constitutes a Balarishta. In Feb. 1995, when the native just 
started his Moon-Sat-Moon dasha, he was detected to have a 
potentially fatal malignancy, a non-Hodgekin’s type of lymphoma,' 
which must have been growing undetected for several months 
if not years. The Moon (MD and PD) owns the sixty-fourth 
Navamsha and occupies the twenty-second Drekkana. It is a 
maraka for Makara lagna, occupying the adverse eighth house 
of incurability. Saturn (AD) is the lagna lord falling in the RKA, 
aspecting the lagna as well as the Moon in the eighth house. 
The disease, despite treatment, took a fulminant course and 
changed into a more aggressive form of leukaemia as the 
subsequent PD’s of Mars (associate of the sixty-fourth Navamsha 
lord; in Gandanta), Rahu (afflicted by Saturn and Mars in the 
rashi chart) and Jupiter (retrograde functional malefic aspecting 
the lagna; aspecting the lord of the twenty-second Drekkana 
which occupies the Drekkana lagna) operated one after the other 
in the AD of Saturn. The native died in Moon-Merc-Merc. 
Mercury (AD and PD) is the retrograde sbcth lord in the twelfth 
house. It owns the sixth house of the Navamsha as well as the 
Drekkana charts. 

Sarpa Drekkanas 

Not related to the eighth house either from the lagna or the 
Moon are the sinister Sarpa Drekkanas which are also adverse 
for health. These are the second and third Drekkanas of Karka, 
the first and second of Vrischika, and the third of Meena. Planets 
falling in these Drekkanas in a horoscopic chart indicate iU health 
provided there are combinations for proneness to ill health. Since 
these Drekkanas fall in the signs belonging to the Moksha trine 
(i.e., signs Karka, Vrischika and Meena), they have some spiritual 
significance too. 

Twenty-second Drekkana and sixty-fourth Navamsha 
at a glance 

1. The twenty-second Drekkana and sixty-fourth Navamsha 
fall respectively in the eighth house from the lagna and the 
Moon. They underline the sinister significance of the eighth 
house. 
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2. The occupants of these adverse stations, their lords, and the 
planets which are aspected by them all play an important 
adverse role in matters of health. 

3. The above factors must be considered when a chart shows 
promise of disease, and a disease producing dasha is already 
in operation. They must not be considered in isolation. 

4. These adverse factors add further maleficence to malefic 
dashas or dashas of weak or debilitated planets. 

5. When the twenty-second Drekkana and the sixty-fourth 
Navamsha influence the dashas operating at the time of 
birth, they result in disease in childhood and congenital 
disease. 

6. The sixth house and the sixth lord of the Drekkana chart 
are also important in producing disease. 

7. Planets in Gandanta have additional maleficence which gets 
potentiated by involvement with the twenty-second Drekkana 
and the sixty-fourth Navamsha. 
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CHAPTER VI 

Mrityu Bhaga: 

The Inauspicious Pianetary Stations 


The blessed washings of Lord Vishnu s feet abolish untimely death, 
remove all ailments, and destroy all sins. 

Narada Purana, Poorva 121-122 

T he term Mrityu Bhaga (MB) would literally mean a death- 
inflicting (planetary) station. Certain specified points have 
been identified in each sign where a given planet by its location 
at that degree of the zodiac would fall in MB. Such a planet 
is likely to produce adverse results. There is a separate MB point 
for each planet in each sign. The MB points have also been 
described for the lagna as well as Mandi (Table VI-1). 


Table VI-1 

Mrityu Bhaga for planets and the lagna in different signs 


signs —^ 
planets \ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Sun 

20 

9 

12 

6 

8 

24 

16 

17 

22 

2 

3 

23 

Moon 

26 

12 

13 

25 

24 

11 

26 

14 

13 

25 

5 

12 

Mars 

19 

28 

25 

23 

29 

28 

14 

21 

2 

15 

11 

6 

Mercury 

15 

14 

13 

12 

8 

18 

20 

10 

21 

22 

7 

5 

Jupiter 

19 

29 

12 

27 

6 

4 

13 

10 

17 

11 

15 

28 

Venus 

28 

15 

11 

17 

10 

13 

4 

6 

27 

12 

29 

19 

Saturn 

10 

4 

7 

9 

12 

16 

3 

18 

28 

14 

13 

15 

Rahu 

14 

13 

12 

11 

24 

23 

22 

21 

10 

20 

18 

8 

Ketu 

8 

18 

20 

10 

21 

22 

23 

24 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Mandi 

23 

24 

11 

12 

13 

14 

8 

18 

20 

10 

21 

22 

Lagna 

1 

9 

22 

22 

25 

2 

4 

23 

18 

20 

24 

10 


^HjdxrlxraljcjaL 




133 


Since there is some debate about whether to consider Mandi 
and Gulika as the same or somewhat different, one is not certain 
whether the MB mentioned for Mandi is applicable to Gulika 
also. The calculation of Gulika and Mandi is somewhat different 
although their ‘longitudes’ tend to fall reasonably close to each 
other. We would like to hold the opinion that the MB 
mentioned for Mandi be applied to Mandi only until further 
research is done in this field. 

How to make use of MB 

In a given horoscope, when a planet in a particular sign falls 
on the same degree as its MB given in Table VI-1, it is said 
to be in MB or Mrityu Bhaga. A planet in MB is an afflicted 
planet. VSfithout applying the literal meaning of MB, it can be 
stated that a planet in MB is adverse for health. The relevant 
dashas in respect of MB are those of: 

(a) The planet in MB. 

(b) Planetfs) associated with a planet in MB. 

(c) Planetfs) aspected by a planet in MB. 

Malefic influences, through association or aspect, on the 
planets in MB otJy increase their maleficence. 

Range cfMB: It is unusual to find any planet on its exact MB 
degree. Almost invariably, the planets will stray for at least a few 
minutes of arc on either side of their stated MB. A longer range 
is permissible for the fast moving planets while only a limited 
range is permissible for slow moving ones. The following range 
may be permitted on cither side of the stated MB: 

(a) For the lagna: Up to one degree. 

(b) For the Sun, the Moon and Mercury: Up to 40 minutes. 

(c) For Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Rahu and Kctu: Up to 30 minutes. 

(d) For Mandi: Up to 30 minutes. 

Planets that fall just outside the stated MB may be labelled 
as ‘near MB’ or ‘within one degree of MB’. However, any farther 
away fi'om MB than one degree, the planets quickly lose their 
maleficence. 
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Relevance of the Ayanamsha : It may be appreciated that the 
correct ayanamsha, will have a great significance if the MB has 
to be put to practical use. With varying ayanamsha, the 
longitudes of planets would vary. We have found the 
Chitrapaksha ayanamsha, used by Lahiri in his Indian 
Ephemeris, as giving the most dependable results. 

Illustrations 

Some actual examples to illustrate the role of planets in MB are 
being shown here. 

MD lord in MB: Chart Vl-1 belongs to a native who ran his Ketu 
MD from Aug. 1985 to Aug. 1992. During this period he ran 
into health problems and developed Periampullary carcinoma, a 
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■cancer of the second part of the duodenum. This led to an 
obstruction to the flow of bile and consequent jaundice in the 
temunal part of Ketu-Merc period operating from Aug. 1991 
to Aug. 1992. Ketu (MD) is in MB; Mercury is a retrograde 
maraka located almost within one degree of MB (refer to Table 
VI-1 for confirmation). This dasha is followed by the MD of 
Venus the eighth lord, which lies in the RKA, hence influenced 
by Ketu in MB. During the terminal part of Ketu-Merc or 
beginning of Ven-Ven, he was subjected to a palliative surgical 
treatment and post-operative irradiation. 

The Yogint dasha operating at the time of manifestation of 
acute disease and its surgical treatment was Siddha-Bhadrika 
(firom May 1992 to April 1993), equivalent to Ven-Mcrc which 
corresponds fairly closely to the \fimshottari dasha. 

The Chara dasha of Dhanu-Simha (Oct. 1991 to Sept. 1992) 
operated at the time of surgery. We have been seeing that Dhanu 
and Simha are firequently the dashas that indicate injury and 
surgical treatment. Dhanu (MD) falls in the RKA where Ketu 
lies in MB. Simha (AD) falls in the sixth from the lagna and 
eighth from the Sun, and b aspected by the GK (Sun) and a 
retrograde Mercury which lies one degree away from its MB. The 
GK aspects the AK (Jupiter) also. 

Lag^ lord and AK sauted by MB: Chart VI-2 belongs to a 
native who suffered from Thallasaemia major, a disease 
characterised by destruction of blood ceUs with consequent 
anaemia, recurrent infections and necessity for repeated blood 
transfusions. 

The lagna lord Venus, which also happens to be the sbeth lord, 
is in a very close conjunction with the eighth lord Jupiter which 
b in MB. There is thus an intense influence of a highly adverse 
eighth lord on the lagna lord, resulting in an inherited illness; 
the eighth lord indicates inheritance also. There is additional 
malefic influence of an association with the Sun as well as with 
Mercury, the latter again in MB. A strong malefic Durudhara 
also obtains around the lagna lord. The disease was detected in 
Sept. 1987 with the onset of the Rahu dasha. By the end of 
Rihu-Jup (Dec 1989 to July 1991), it had progressed to an extent 
where he needed regular frequent transfusions. In August 1991 
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(Rahu-Sat-Sat) he was subjected to the surgical removal of the 
spleen, a procedure undertaken to reduce the destruction of blood 
cells. He died a year later, in Aug. 1992, in Rahu-Sat-Ven. It 
be mentioned that the PD is always important in 
pinpointing an even. 

Applying the Jaimini principles, the AK (Sun) is afflicted by 
the sixth lord (Venus), the eighth lord (Jupiter), two planets in 
MB (Mercury and Jupiter), and the GK (Mercury). This adverse 
conglomeration aspects the Moon as well as the lagna. The Chara 
dosha at the time of surgery was Meena-Kumbha; Kumbha is 
aspected by the adverse conglomeration in the third house. It 
is also the eighth house dasha from the Sun, Venus and the AK. 
This dasha is followed by the MD of Kumbha which indicates 
no relief. 
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lU^laced, retrograde maraka in MB: A maraka planet gets 
further afflicted if it is ill-placed. Retrogression only increases 
its virulence. Being in MB confers on it a maleficence which it 
may be impossible to neutralise. 

Chart VI-3 shows the malefic influence of the aspect of a 
planet in MB, and the location in the lagna of another one 
located ivithin one degree of MB. The native of this chart was 
detected to have cancer of the right breast in Sept. 1990 when 
she was mnning the MD/AD/PD of Merc-Jup-Ven. The lump 
was present for almost three years before detection of disease. 
At the time of presentation, the disease had already spread to 
the bones. The MD of Mercury is significant as Mercury is 
within one degree ofMB and is located in the lagna in association 
with a debilitated malefic, the Sun. Jupiter (AD) is the adverse 
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sixth lord placed in the eleventh house and aspected by two 
malehcs: a retrograde Saturn in the ninth house, and a retrograde 
Mars in the eighth house in MB. Venus is the debilitated lagna 
lord as well as the eighth lord occupying the twelfth house. 
Subsequent PD’s after Venus are those of the Sun (debilitated 
malefic in the lagna), the Moon (a weak benefic, under the aspect 
of the sixth lord, and lord of the uxty-fourth Navamsha) and 
Mars (retrograde malefic in MB, in the eighth house). She died 
sometime in the concluding part of the PD of the Moon or the 
beginning of that of Mars. 

In the Navamsha, the situation is equally hopeless. Mercury 
(MD) is debilitated and aspected by Mars. Jupiter, the Sun and 
the Moon are all under the adverse aspect of Mars. The Moon 
in this chart happens to be the lord of the sixty-fourth Navamsha. 

The Yogint dosha operating at the time of detection of disease 
as well as death was Ulka-Sankata (Sat-Rahu). Rahu too is under 
the adverse aspect of Mars in the Navamsha chart. The Chara 
dosha of Vrisha operated from Nov. 1990 to Nov. 1994. The 
native died in Viisha-Meena. Vrisha (MD) is the eighth from 
the lagna and the Sun and occupied by a retrograde AK (Mars) 
in MB. It is aspected by a debilitated Sun and a near-MB 
Mercury. Meena (AD) is aspected by a retrograde Saturn which 
is also the GK. 

Dasha of planets in MB at birth: As with other adverse dashas 
operating at the time of birth leading to congenital ailments as 
well as early childhood diseases, the dashas of planets in MB 
operating at the time of birth are an additional confirmatory 
factor leading to the same result. 

Chart Vl-4 belongs to a native wrho was bom in an adverse 
dasha at birth. He suffers from Vitamin D resistant renal rickets. 
An overdose of Vitamin D during his treatment in 1989 led to 
calcification in both the kidneys. This led to renal failure as well 
as mixed deafness which was later managed through appropriate 
treatment at the appropriate time. The renal damage, however, 
has led to hypertension. The disease was detected at the age of 
one and a half years 

The MD/AD/PD operating at the time of birth was Ven-Sat- 
Ven. It will be seen that Venus (MD and PD) is in MB and 
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afflicts the lagna by its occupation there. Saturn (AD) is 
retrograde maraka aspeedng the lagna from the fourth house; 
Saturn is almost one degree away from its MB. TTie lagna also 
receives the adverse aspect of the sixth lord Jupiter which is both 
retrograde as well as in MB. Thus the lagna is occupied by a 
planet in MB and receives the aspects of two adverse lords in 
MB. The lagna lord receives the aspect of Mars in MB. There 
is thus a very high concentration of the MB influence in this 
chart. 

The Y<^m dosha at birth was Ulka-Siddha (Sat-Ven) which 
is exactly similar to the Vimshottari dasha. 

Lagna in MB-. When the lagna is in MB, it tends to predispose 
the native to ill health. If adverse dashas operate, illness is likely. 
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Chart Vl-5 belongs to a native who developed a cancerous 
growth in her episiotomy scar which was detected and diagnosed 
in March 1991, in Ven-Rahu-Jup. By the end of 1993 (Ven- 
Jup-Sat), her condition had deteriorated markedly. The patient 
earlier had some miscarriages and also an operation for 
appendicitis the dates for which are not known. She had a double 
uterus but bore children normally. 

The lagna is in MB and occupied by the sixth lord Venus 
(MD), aspected by Saturn. The lagna lord Jupiter located in the 
third house in association with the Sun and Mercury is aspected 
by the twelfth lord Mars in the twelfth house; this Mars is also 
in MB. Thus, both the lagna and the lagna lord are under the 
MB influence. Venus (MD) is also the lord of the sixty-fourth 
Navamsha. Jupiter (PD at the time of detection; AD at the time 
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of terminal illness) is die lagna lord receiving the aspect of an 
MB planet. 

The disease progressed during the MD of Siddha (Venus) 
which has been already explained as adverse. This continued till 
June 1993 after which the adverse Sankata (Rahu) took over. 

Kumbha dasha operates between Feb. 1988 to Feb. 1999. It 
is occupied by die GK (Sun) and aspected by the RKA. It 
coincides with the sbeth house dasha of the Navamsha. 

Mrityu Bhaga at a glance 

1. Planets in MB produce adverse results during their dashas. 

2. They transmit their maleficence to other planets which they 
aspect or associate with. 

3. Affliction of the lagna lord or the AK by being in MB is 
a factor that is adverse for health. 

4. The lagna in MB is also a potential weakness. 

5. Several planets in MB make one prone to ill health; their 
mutual dashas are productive of ill health. 

6. Congenital illness may result when the dasha of planets in 
MB operates at the time of birth. 

7. Such adverse factors as retrogression, involvement with 
twenty-second Drekkana or sixty-fourth Navamsha, and 
adverse placement, increase the virulence of a planet in MB. 

8. Planets falling within one degree of MB tend to retain some 
malericence which soon diminishes as they stray farther and 
fjuther from the MB point. Chitrapaksha ayanamsha is the 
one that pves the best results in case of MB. 

9. While this principle has not been applied here, it may be 
of interest to watch the results of malefic transits over planets 
in MB. 
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